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Hi everyone And Happy Valentine’s Day, 

Share some love with all you know. 

This month we are lucky to have five talented ladies who will be sharing some quick 

ideas for us. We are calling this “Learning on the Go” so please come and learn some 

new ideas. 

As many of you may know, Marie Condon’s “Tiding Up” book and Netflix video has 

become very popular. Well my daughter, Lauren, decided to watch and immediately 

said I needed to come and see all her dresser drawers. I watched the video and 

although I fell asleep during it, I decided to do my dresser drawers as well. Now I 

didn’t talk to each piece of clothing as I decided whether it stayed or went in the 

donate pile, but I did refold everything and ended up with so much more space. 

I continued this practice to my 

stash in the sewing room. I  

happen to have two dressers  

that were my daughter’s years  

ago. Each drawer holds a  

different color fabric. I refolded the fabric and stood it  

on end and now I can see what 

I have. I was even able to part  

with some of my stash. Here’s a picture of some of the completed drawers. 

The other thing I got rid of was two UFOs. Now one was one I did for our CT 

Challenge where I started a project was too involved for me and my interest and the 

other was a class I took where I wanted to learn the process, but had no desire to 

have the end result. Both of these were not in any state that someone else would want 

to finish so I put them both in the dog bed I am filling with scraps. That act lightened 

my guilt and instead of having these UFOs that I didn’t ever want to work on, I now 

feel like I can complete those UFOs I like and start something new. Try it, you may 

like the results.  

Sew often, it is the best medicine for everything.  Susan Elliott 

From the President 

 Meetings begin 7pm, typically at ENO Memorial Hall, Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT 

 FVQI Board meetings are scheduled for the 1st Wed. of every month and are  

open to all members  

 Mailing Address: FVQG, P.O. Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089 

 Visit us online at www.fvquilter.org  
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Membership News 
We welcomed new members Shirley Metcalf of Norfolk  and Gail Burk of Bloomfield in January. 

2019 Meeting Schedule    
February 20      March 20       April 17 May  15     June  19 

by Maureen Hulsart 

The Guild Board unanimously voted to support a 2020 Quilt Show. Many of the people who 

volunteered on the last Show Committee have graciously volunteered to return and help 

with next year’s show. Our Quilt Show’s proceeds are our Guilds primary source of income; 

it allows us to hire speakers and offer workshops. 

I would like to recruit some volunteers to “mentor” in some of the key functions for the 

show. You would work with people who have participated in at least one, if not multiple 

shows and learn how that function is planned and implemented. Two tasks looking for 

mentors are: 

Assistant Show Chair - I am looking for someone to mentor with me as an Assistant Show Chair. They would help 

me with some of the planning and implementation with a goal of assuming the Chair responsibilities for the 2022 

show. (I can only Chair twice as per our bi-laws, so after the 2020 show, I retire) 

Lay-Out – this is a small working group that takes the photos of registered quilts and decides how they will be 

displayed in our Show. (some of these ladies plan to retire after our next show.) 

Many people, Guild Members and the general public alike, look forward to our show every other year and the guild 

depends on that income. I’m hoping that engaging new people in the planning process will build for future Guild 

Shows.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me (860-242-2635) regarding the functions of the two 

positions above, or any of the other Show Committee functions. Our meetings will start in May/June of this year; 

we typically take the summers off.   

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild is sponsoring “Connecticut Hang a Quilt Day”. We are asking all our 
members to hang a quilt outside at their home. It can be on a fence, a railing, from the house, the 
garage or even over a chair. You could also ask a business or public space if you could hang a quilt 
there. Each quilter would be responsible for their own quilt(s). In addition to our quilts, we will also 
be asking other guilds and quilters to join us in the one day event.   

What a great way to promote quilting and Connecticut. Put your thinking caps on for this fun event. 
If you would like to help with getting the effort going, please contact Susan Elliott, 860.658.0863 or 
shselliott@sbcglobal.net. Look for more information in upcoming newsletters. 

Connecticut Hang A Quilt Day June 22, 2019 

Rain date  

June 23, 2019 

Quilt Show News 
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 January’s Show and Tell 

Caroline Berman 

Lava Lamps II 
Herringbone Pillows 
Birthday Molas 
Unnamed 

Katherine Carver  
Unnamed 
Fish 

Anne Dodge  Quilt of Valor 

Diane Francini  (3) Baby Quilts 

Donna Gosselin Boomerangs for Blythe 

Sherry Hovencamp Unnamed 

Karen Kebinger  
Winter 
Berrylicious - Kaffe Mystery 

Elizabeth Lyman  
Worldmap Baby Quilt 
Colton/Burke House 

Judy Prohaska  Xmas Tree 

Peggy Thomsen  
A-Pear-ently a Mystery 
Stardust 

Lynn Veith  Stained Glass 

Phyllis Small  Basket Case 

Neonatal Quilts 

Over half our year is over and your contributions to the 

UCONN neonatal unit have been steady and beautiful. 

When I dropped off three bags last month, I was told the 

nursery was full and three families were excitedly waiting 

to select a quilt they were promised. I was also contacted 

this month from three quilters who were inspired at our 

quilt show to make quilts for UCONN and have added 3 

new quilts to our next donation. It made me happy to 

think our mission of encouraging quilting is making a 

difference for both the donors and the recipients. I 

encouraged those women from Vernon to join us at a 

meeting. For those of you who were not at the last 

meeting, Susan shared an email we received from a 

family of a woman who volunteered in the neonatal unit 

for many years. She recently passed away and her family 

was given one of our quilts to commemorate her years of 

service. The email follows. 

Hi Debbie and Alberta, 

On behalf of my family, I wanted to share our 

deep gratitude for the quilt that was given to us. 

The quilt was given to us as a remembrance of 

our mother’s service in the NICU. The quilt was presented to two of my brothers, a few minutes after she 

passed away. Needless to say, it was emotional and touching, as you will understand why.... 

Our mother, Anne Andrews, was a “cuddle-er” for babies in the NICU at UCONN in Farmington. She also was a 

foster mother of many babies, including a time after her retirement. 

Additionally, Anne left a large legacy of quilts to her family and friends. She was a quilter for 29 years, or more. 

So, the lovely green, red, and black quilt with roses on the centerpiece is the perfect token and gift to our 

family to cherish for years to come... One brother has claimed it, and I am sending it to him, as I enjoyed it on 

my wall next to my Christmas tree. 

So, many thanks to you, your ministry of quilts, and your quilt guild! 

From our family, appreciaters of quilts! 

The Andrews family 

Thomas, Dave, Jason, and Caitlin 

I hope this made you smile and feel rewarded for all the work you do to touch  

people’s lives through our neonatal quilts. I especially love the phrase, “ministry of  

quilts.” Enjoy the rest of the wintery months of being ‘cooped up’ quilting. Please  

remember to visit our table and relieve us of some fabric to help you in your  

ministry of quilts for UCONN.  



Future Programs and Associated Workshops 
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LEARNING ON THE GO—MEMBERS TEACHING MEMBERS 
 
February 20  
Robin Schofield—Free Motion Thread Painting 
Create animal faces or other images using free motion techniques. You need thread, a sewing machine and your 
imagination. I have some examples of my animal faces (cat and rooster) at the Simsbury Library. The show runs until 
the end of January. The exhibit is across from the reference desk. 
 
Jean Williams—Lazy Pineapple block (see directions on page 13) 
Great use for that fabric we bought with great plans and is now stuffed away in a box! Shortcut for square-in-a-
square, this technique loses the points and creates a design similar to the pineapple block without all the fancy rulers 
and fuss!  
 
Margaret Omartian—Lip Balm Case 
With the cold weather we have ahead of us, we will be constantly looking for our lip balm to prevent chapped lips. To 
prevent losing it in the bottom of your purse or pocket, having a bright fabric case will help you locate it much easier. 
It will take no more than 15 minutes to complete the case using only small scraps from your stash. Great for gift 
giving or keeping for yourself.  
 
Lynn Veith—Creating Shadows on Fabric 
Did you know you can use everyday items and some household cleaning fluids to make shadows on fabric? They 
make these objects appear to be floating on the fabric. The process is simple and the results are always surprising 
and best of all you do not need any special supplies.  
 
CATHY RACINE 
March 20 -  Cathy Racine from Charlton Sewing Center will give a humorous and informative talk on Tension, 
Thread and Needles. This is a reschedule of our January 2018 talk which was cancelled because of snow.  

AMY FRIEND  
April 17 (workshop on the 17th) -  Amy Friend will give an Introduction to the Modern Quilting Aesthetics. Amy’s 
workshop is titled Improvisational Paper Piecing. Location ENO Hall. Cost $50.  

MARGE TUCKER 

May  15 Marge will tell us about her quilting journey, from her first quilt to becoming a fiber artist.   She'll discuss 
her inspirations for quilt design and how quilting has changed her life.  Marge will also lead a workshop, "Modern 
Quilting with Your Walking Foot".   

Workshop at ENO  

SCISSOR SHARPENING SERVICE 

John from New England Sewing in Manchester will join us at this month’s Guild 

Meeting to sharpen member’s scissors during our meeting. The cost is $4.00 per 

scissors. PLEASE PLAN TO PAY IN CASH. Tune up your scissors as you prepare 

your entries for our next Quilt Show!  



   Would you be willing to offer a ride to a fellow guild member in your area who can’t make it 

   to Guild Meetings because they can’t drive at night? Our Guild has 130+ members, but  

   several cannot make it to our monthly meeting because of vision challenges at night. We are  

   looking for a volunteer to act as a coordinator of available drivers. I have contacted a number 

of members who haven’t attended in a while and a few say they might be interested in rides to the Guild Meeting 

from time to time. I will be passing around a clipboard at December’s social and asking people to sign up to volunteer 

to pick up a fellow-member on their way to guild meeting. As I see it, once a driver and location is identified, 

members who live near them might call and ask if they can catch a ride to guild meeting if the driver is attending.  

If you would be willing to help coordinate this function, that would be much appreciated. I don’t see this as a big time

-consuming function and I think it would be a nice gesture to some of our members. If you are considering 

volunteering but have questions, please feel free to call Maureen Hulsart.   
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Guild Ride Share Coordinator Volunteer Needed 

Mark your calendars—the Fall Retreat 2019 dates are November 6– 10 ( 4 nights) or November 7– 10 (3 nights). We’ll 
have more information as the time grows closer.   - Jean and Tina 

Fall Retreat 2019 

Spring Retreat 2019 

March 06/07 - 10, 2019— Incarnation Center in Ivoryton, CT 

Please remember to send your final payment to me by March 1st.   

Checks should be made out to FVQ and mailed to me at:  

       235 Stratton Brook Road, West Simsbury, CT  06092 

If you are having a machine cleaned by Dan on Saturday, please let me know how many you plan 

to have him look at. 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 

Christine | Czepp28@gmail.com | Home: 860-408-9222 | Cell: 860-930-2841  
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Closing and Cancelations 

Due to Eno Memorial Hall policy, our meetings are canceled whenever Simsbury Public Schools are closed 

or have an early dismissal. Late openings do not affect our meetings. Please tune into TV and radio for that 

information. We will also try to send an email to members when possible.   

Tid Bits 

 Do you have something to show and tell at our next meeting? Get a jump start on completing the show and tell 

form. Click, print and complete the form prior to the meeting. Don’t forget it on the kitchen counter!  

 Bring a little sunshine! Cheer card or a sympathy card, contact Kathy Lettieri or any board member. 

 There is a $10.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners. Any guest who joins the guild 

that evening will not pay the guest fee. 

 If you are interested in the monthly treasurer's report, visit the guild website. Any questions, contact Lauren Elliott. 

Quilters Shows and Events  

Hands All Around Quilt Show—April 6-7, 2019 UMASS Amherst Campus Center—Visit their Website. 
One Campus Center Way at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 
Time: 10-4pm each day (opening at 9:30am for physically challenged) 
Price: Adults—$10, 12 and under FREE, Student and Military $5 with ID. 
Group Discounts: YES! For groups of 25 or more, tickets are $7.00 each for admission if the tickets are ordered and 
paid for by March 1, 2019. $6.00 if ordered and paid for by December 1, 2018. Contact Carolyn Croteau.  

The guild offers 2 smaller groups (bees) designed for people to get together outside the guild meetings to share ideas, 
learn from each other, and socialize. The groups are independent of each other and each decide on the structure, 
location, and direction that the group would like. You do not need to attend every meeting to be a member. Bees are a 
great way to get to know others who share your passion. 

The Wednesday Morning Bee meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month, at St. Alban’s Church on Bushy Hill 

Road, Simsbury from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Bring your own hand project. Occasionally a group project or a challenge is 

done. Join us or contact Meg Lines for more information.  

The Monday Afternoon Bee meets on the 4th Monday of the month, 11 AM - 3 PM, at the Avon Congregational 

Church, 6 West Main St., Avon. There are large tables for sewing machines, cutting, and layout or smaller tables for 

hand sewing. Rotary cutters, rulers, irons and ironing boards are  available. Drop in or come regularly. Contact Susan 

Elliott, 860-658-0863 if you have any questions. Want to start your own group? Contact Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863. 

        Guild Bees 

The 2019 Haddam Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show will be held on April 6 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and April 7 

from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the church sanctuary and historic schoolhouse, 408 Quarry Hill Road, Haddam Neck, CT . 

The annual event features dozens of hand made vintage and new quilts, a tea room and quilt shop, raffles and vote for 

your favorite quilt. Admission is $6. Children may attend for free. To exhibit your quilts in this show, contact Dianne 

McHutchison, 860-267-2671 or email rdmchutchison@sbcglobal.net or Suzie Olsen, 860-267-2848. Proceeds support 

continued church maintenance and restoration projects. www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org for information 

and directions to the church.  

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec2347_ee8049867e1941a4bcc8749b952827ae.pdf
mailto:kbakerl@att.net?subject=Spread%20Sunshine%20FVQG
http://www.fvquilter.org/
mailto:lauren.c.elliott@gmail.com?subject=Questions%20on%20Treasurer%20Report%20FVQC
http://www.handsacrossthevalley.org/quilt-show/
mailto:croteau71@charter.net
mailto:malines7@comcast.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rdmchutchison@sbcglobal.net
http://www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org


Winchester Center Congregational Church will be having our 12th Annual Quilt and Needle Arts Show on April 
27and April 28, 2019.The show will be from 10:00 - 5:00 on Saturday, April 27and 12:00 - 5:00 on Sunday, April 28.    

 We would like to invite you to show your newest quilted creations or heirloom quilts or other needle arts creations 
such as crewel work, needlepoint, knit, crochet, rug hooking, cross-stitch, weaving or other needle art creations. To 
keep our show new each year we are looking for quilts and other items that have not been previously shown at our 
show. Though, your entries are not limited to quilts or needlework created in the past year and may have been 
previously shown at another show.  

 All exhibitors will receive free admission to the show. There will be a “Viewers’ Choice” prize awarded on Sunday 
afternoon. There will also be a “Quilts of Valor” display, a raffle quilt, vendors, and a café.  

 All submissions are due at the church by or on Thursday, April 25th (9:00 am - 8:00 pm) (THURSDAY DROP OFF DAY)
and can be picked up on Sunday, April 28th (6:00 - 6:30pm).  

Quilt show staff will be staying overnight at the church to assure the safety of your quilts. 

The on-line entry form can be found on the Church’s website at: winchestercentercongchurch.org (a paper entry 
form is available on the site or by calling the church at 860-379-8900 if needed) 

Please enter by April 1st.   

Quilters Shows and Events Continued... 

A Connecting Threads Quilt Show |  The Immigrant; The Immigrant Experience through the Eyes of Quilters 

 A juried quilt show for its summer art exhibition: July 7, 2019 – August 30, 2019. For further information and a 
submission form please contact Diane Cohen, curator before April 5, 2019—JCCQuiltShow2019@gmail.com,  
(860) 231-0211. Looking for a variety of styles and techniques, from traditional to modern, small to large, 
representational to abstract, projects that are already made, as well as those which will be completed soon.  

Mandell Jewish Community Center |  335 Bloomfield Avenue, West Hartford 
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For national and international calendar quilt events go to the Studio Art Quilt Associates, Inc. website: www.saqa.com  

  Sew Many Shows 

Get information about quilt shows and fiber arts events in New England with this monthly newsletter. 

Check out their website: Home Page, Calendar, Newsletter 

New England Quilt Museum  

Our Guild is supporting the New England Quilt Museum and one of the benefits that we receive are “Guild Guest 
Passes”. Planning a trip to the Museum and want to use one of the Guest Passes? Contact Susan Elliott. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://7
http://winchestercentercongchurch.org/
x-apple-data-detectors://9
mailto:JCCQuiltShow2019@gmail.com
http://www.saqa.com
http://www.atticwindowswebdesign.com/sewmanyshows/wordpress/newsletter/
http://www.atticwindowswebdesign.com/sewmanyshows/wordpress/calendar/cat_ids~7/
http://www.atticwindowswebdesign.com/sewmanyshows/wordpress/newsletter/
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net


Page 8 February Farmington Valley Quilters Newsletter 

If a member would like to advertise... 

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it 
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed. 

Horn of America Sewing/Quilting Cabinet - $250 

Wood look cabinet includes Kenmore straight stitch and zigzag sewing machine and insert, other inserts can be purchased 
separately. Lift is also adjustable. Approx 20" deep and 38" wide when closed. Pickup in Southington. May be able to arrange 
delivery. Contact Brenda at (860)8774353 or b.lisitano@gmail.com. (11/18) 

Viking MegaQuilter with 10ft frame - $1,200 or best offer 

High speed (1,600 stitches per minute) straight stitch machine ideal for free motion quilting and ruler work. Machine features 
an extra large working area - 9" between the needle and the machine arm and stitch regulator. Includes Westalee ruler + ruler foot 
and free motion foot. Extended platform for piecing and ruler work is included. Frame can be set up for 5 ft or 10 ft length. Contact 
Brenda  at (860)877-4353 or b.lisitano@gmail.com. (11/18) 

For Sale: Antique 1939 Singer Sewing Machine. $500 

This 1939 Singer Seeing Machine is a beauty! It’s a full sized machine with the “Memphis Sphinx “ decal set, which was used by 
Singer from 1896-1953. This wonderful Machine would make an excellent addition to any collection. Contact Kathi Maglia at  
860-965-3244. (02/19) 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale: Antique White Rotary sewing machine. $250  

In it’s cabinet. This was a particularly popular model with a piece of technology that was produced from the late 1890s until the 
1950s. Contact Kathi Maglia at 860-965-3244. (02/19) 
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President   Susan Elliott 

VP/Membership  Phyllis Small 

Second Vice Presidents,  Beverly Hughes 

Programs    Ingrid Nelson 

    Tina Davies 

    Diane Francini 

    Sandi Schrader 

Secretary   Debbie Schrank 

Treasurer   Lauren Elliott 

Publicity   Kitty Van Gunten 

Quilt Show Chair  Maureen Hulsart 

Webmaster   Lisa Salvatore 

Socials    Bernice Hovencamp  

Newsletter Editor  Elizabeth Brochu 

2018—2019 Board Members 

ABC Quilts   Peggy Thomsen  
    Kathie Fallon 

Beekeeper   Susan Elliott 

Fabric Swap Box   Marilyn Webber   

Friendship Blocks  Linnea Bronson Amodio 
    Donna Flynn 

Hospitality   Donna Gosselin 
    Marie Knapps 
    Lynn Veith 

Challenge   Diane Calkin 

Library    Anne Dodge 
    Lois Palmer 
    Kitty Vangunten 

Mystery Night   Open 

Neo Natal Quilts  Deb Schrank 
    Alberta Culley 

Retreat—Fall   Tina Davies 

    Jean Williams 

UFOs    Lynn Veith 

    Kathy Fallon 
Retreat—Spring  Christine Zepp 

Photographer   Susan Gauvain 

UFOs    Lynn Veith 

    Kathy Fallon 

2018–2019 Committees 

Quilters Needed 

The Sew Thankful Quilters who make Quilts of Valor at the Avon Congregational Church are prolific in producing 

quilts. We need help with Long Arm Quilting. It’s a wonderful opportunity to give time toward National Service, work 
on your long arm skills, and help get quilts in the hands of our many service men and women who need to know we 
appreciate their service. We leave the quilt design to you, but a simple overall pattern is perfect. We supply the batting 
and we will also do the trimming, binding, and all the other steps necessary to get the quilt finished. Call or email if 
you can help. Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863 (h), 860-748-1775 . 

Quilts2Heal provides comfort and healing through quilts created for those who have suffered a loss, illness, or 

challenge in their lives. Our group meets at Sew Inspired at 8 Wilcox St. at various times throughout the year for sew 
days. So please join us or just drop in to say hi, stay for awhile, stay all day. Bring yourself or, come with your sewing 
machine and supplies.  

ALL WELCOME: Cut, iron, pin, sew, serge! Pick up kits to sew at home! Contact 860.306.7000 Paula DeSilva, Founder; 
quilts2heal@comcast.net or Lynda Cook, blcook66@gmail.com or visit our website for more information  https://
www.quilts2heal.org/ includes up to date sew days. 

Scheduled sew days for 2019—10a.m. - 4p.m. January 15, February 19, March 5 and March 23 and April 9. More to be 
scheduled. 

mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
tel:860-658-0863
tel:860-748-1775
mailto:quilts2heal@comcast.net
mailto:blcook66@gmail.com
https://www.quilts2heal.org/
https://www.quilts2heal.org/
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JAN / FEB 2019 
 

The Museum opens Tuesday, January 15 with three new exhibitions. 
There's something for everyone this winter! 

 

 

JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT
Quilts from the 

Pilgrim/Roy Collection 
MORE

Guest Curator, Gerald E. Roy, 
presents quilts from the 
Pilgrim/Roy Collection that have 
never been shown before. 

Gallery Talk and 
Reception with  
Gerald E. Roy 

Saturday, February 9 · 1 
pm  
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Guns: Loaded Conversations
Studio Art Quilt Associates 

MORE

An enormous divide exists between 
people who cherish their heritage of gun 
ownership and others who are concerned 
that guns contribute to the rising tide of 
violence in America. This exhibition from 
SAQA seeks to engage viewers of 
differing opinions in a thoughtful way.  

Join Us for Related Programs 

 

Big Impressions
Mini Art Quilts by Nancy Messier 

 

The Museum 
And Store Are 

Open  
 

January - April 
Tuesday 
through 
Saturday 

10 AM - 4 PM 
 

May - December 
Tuesday 

through Sunday 
10 AM - 4 PM 

 
Please visit 

nequiltmuseum.org 
for the most up to 
date information.

 

Contact Us

MAILING ADDRESS
18 Shattuck Street 
Lowell, MA 01852 

 
978 452 4207 

nequiltmuseum.org
 

WEBSITE | VISIT | EXHIBITIONS/EVENTS | SUPPORT | CONTACT US  
 

Like Us on FaceBook 



                                          

LAZY PINEAPPLE 

Lazy Pineapple is similar to square-in-a-square. Except that you use less fabric and there is very little fabric 

waste. Also, there are no points on the sides to worry about when sewing the block into seams. No fancy rulers. 

 

All you need to do is choose a focus fabric for the center and 3-4 coordinating fabrics, a 6 ½” x 12 ½”, cutting 

mat, rotary cutter, a sewing machine, thread and notions.   

 

1. Cut focus fabric at desired square measurement. Figure 1 

 

 

 

 

2. Cut first “layer” of the pineapple same size square as step 1. Figure 2 

 

 

 

3. Place right sides together. Stitch ¼” seam edge to edge on all 4 sides. Figure 3. 

DO NOT sew up to ¼” from edge and pivot to sew the next ¼” seam.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. On the NON focus fabric draw lines (pencil) diagonally from corner to corner. Figure 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 



5. With the NON focus fabric facing you, carefully pull apart the fabrics at the center. Pinch together the fabrics in 

the center along one of the drawn lines. Using a small pair of sharp scissors, clip a ¼” opening along one of the 

lines in the center. Then cut with small scissors on each of the drawn lines to the corners where the seams 

intersect. Clip all the way to the seam line in the corner. Press the triangles open, press seams to the outside. 

Figure 5. Carefully clip off the “dog ears” to even up the new square and reduce bulk.  You can square up the 

unit if you want to.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Measure the unit in Figure 5. Cut your next layer in the pineapple the same size as the square in step 5.  

 

7. To add more layers, follow steps 3 through 6 for the next layer in the pineapple. Again, drawing lines and cutting 

on the NON focus fabric. 

 

8. Square up final blocks and sew together. Add borders or not. 

 

 

Suggestions: 

 Fussy cut your focus fabric (note that direction changes as you add layers; do a test block) 

 Alternate the outer layers: in one block use a light fabric for the first layer and a medium/dark fabric for 

the second layer; in the next block switch the medium/dark with the light fabric. 

 Layout: Turn the blocks on point and add triangle setting squares 

 Add 2 to 4 layers to the focus block 

 After sewing a layer on, trim block down ¼” on all sides. This will accentuate the pineapple layers. If 

using a fussy cut focus fabric, be careful not to cut into the design. 

This is a great way to use up stash fabrics that you are no longer interested in or don’t like! This frees up space 

to buy more fabric! 

 

Jean Williams 

Farmington Valley Quilt Guild   

February, 2019 

Figure 5 

Dog ears 




