
Farmington Valley Quilters 
Board Meeting Minutes 

 
Wednesday, September 7, 2016 
 
Call to Order: President Barb Heagney called the meeting to order at 7pm, at Eno Hall, 
Simsbury, CT. 
 
President:  Barb Heagney 
First Vice President: Peggy Thomsen  
Second Vice President/Programs:  Linda Walter, Carol Martinchek, Beverly Hughes, Kitty 
Vangunten 
Secretary:   Donna Gosselin 
Treasurer:  Sue Trimble  
Publicity:  Maureen Hulsart 
Social Chair: Leslie Perry 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Zepp 
Quilt Show Chair:  Lisa Salvatore 
Web Masters: Christine Zepp, Lisa Salvatore 
 
Attendees:   
Barb Heagney, Peggy Thomsen, Leslie Perry, Carol Martinchek, Lisa Salvatore, Sue Trimble, 
Beverly Hughes, Kitty Vangunten, Maureen Hulsart, Donna Gosselin 
 
The minutes of the May meeting were approved. 
 
Reports: 
 
President 

 The meeting calendar for both Board and General meetings were presented. 

 Time of the meetings will remain the same with sign in at 6:45 and the business meeting 
starting at 7.  The speakers program should end by 9pm. 

 Barb reviewed the Bylaws prior to the meeting and suggested that we might revisit them to 
update as needed.  For example, the role of the Social Chair is not listed as a board position 
but should be as there is more of a focus on financial need of that committee than in the 
past. 

 She requested that each board member review the job listing of their position and be 
prepared to discuss it at a future meeting. 

 Despite the fact that we have been unable to field a nominating committee for the past 
several years, it was decided that we best leave that as a requirement in the Bylaws. 

 The Board will be introduced at the September and October general meetings.   
 
 



Treasurer 

 Sue updated the board on the Treasury. 
o Checking balance - $2823.88 
o Money Market balance- $18,024.31 

 It was proposed that we move $5,000 from the money market to the checking account.  
These funds will be used to finance speaker fees.  It has been suggested by members that 
more resources be used to fund quality speakers. 

 The line item budget review will be done at the October Board meeting. 
 

Social 

 The December meeting, our holiday get together, will be held on 12/14, one week prior to 
the usual 3rd Wednesday.  The main hall at Eno has been booked. 

 There is the possibility of as quick service project to be completed as well as the holiday 
dinner meal. 

 
 
Programs 

 Carol, Beverly and Kitty reported the following booked programs  
 September 2016 – Michele O’Neil Kincaid (http://fiberartdesigns.com) 

Lecture/Trunk Show “The Metamorphosis of an Art Quilter” Workshop – Poppies  

 October 2016 – Valarie Poitier  
Lecture/trunk show “How to Promote Yourself and Your Work without Apologies”               

 December 2016 – Holiday Party – paper boxes  

 November 2017 – Eva Paige Quilts (http://evapaigequilts.com/) 
Lecture/Trunk show - "Give it a Scrap Slap" 
Workshop - Now YOU Give it a Scrap Slap   
The workshop is listed as 3 hour on the website however she agreed to provide us a 6 hour 
workshop 

 March 2018 – Doug Leko (http://antlerquiltdesign.com/) 
Lecture and Workshop to be determined in Fall of 2017 
He has a new book in progress and he may be offering some new lectures/workshops by 2018 
This is being held in conjunction with an event at Sew Inspired 

 Discussion took place regarding the program committee continuing responsibility for the 
set-up of Eno (i.e. tables, chairs, room layout) for the meetings with speakers. Barb will 
continue with the general room bookings.  Both Barb and Linda will notify Eno of program 
cancellation. 

 
Membership 

 Peggy reported that there are still 12 members with dues outstanding. 

 We will continue the late fee requirement despite some member’s objections. 

 The membership list will be reformatted into “Word” or “Excel” for ease.  Peggy will get that 
out to the membership.  Because several members do not use computers, a few copies of 
the list will be available at the next meeting on the welcome table. 

 

http://fiberartdesigns.com/
http://evapaigequilts.com/
http://antlerquiltdesign.com/


 
Quilt Show 

 Lisa updated the board on the show. 
o At this point we have 210 quilts entered in the show. 
o There is a lower percentage of participation in the show this year. 
o The raffle quilt will be brought to the NE Quilt Museum for sale of tickets.  Christine 

and Peggy will be bringing it up on 10/15. 
o 20 Quilts of Valor will be on display.  Much discussion of the appropriateness of 

having the quilts earmarked for a specific vet.  This would include having a brief 
military bio on the receiving vet.  Maureen will have her “Story Page” ready to show 
at the next meeting in order to encourage others to do the same.  This will add 
interest to the Quilts of Valor program and our show as well. 

o Viv Lazich donated several shop samples to the show.  Some will be added to the 
basket raffles and some will be raffled off separately. 

 
New Business 

 We discussed the Newsletter and how best to assist Christine in keeping it up to date.  
Several suggestions were brought forth: 

o Have the deadline a week earlier to allow more time for updating and proofing 
o Have committee chairs let her know what needs to come off each month as well as 

what needs to be put in. 
o Moving the Friendship blocks to the website with a simple reminder in the 

newsletter that is where they can be found. 
o Some suggested putting the entire newsletter on the website with a simple email 

reminder each month to check it. 
o A suggestion was made to blind CC the members names on the group emails so as 

not to have everyone emails available should someone forward the Newsletter out 
of the Guild. 

o Barb will discuss with Christine what she would find most helpful in completing the 
process each month. 

 Website 
o We discussed the fact that there is a lot of info behind the member site, and 

whether we need to change the password yearly since only currently paid up 
members should have access to it. 

o There is some confusion over the name FVQuilter(s) Inc. or Farmington Valley Quilt 
Guild. 

o We discussed whether we should post the board minutes and financial report on the 
website.  At this point we will continue to have them available at the meeting.  
Donna and Barb will let members know of the availability of the documents at the 
upcoming Board welcome. 

o Lisa is open to suggestions for the website “any input is welcome”. 

 Show and Tell 
o Everyone agreed the Show and Tell is an important part of the monthly meetings but  

on some months, can be very time consuming especially on those evening when we 



have a guest speaker.  In an effort to streamline the process, we will try having 
everyone who will be showing get on the stage at the same time, standing in the 
background until Peggy calls out the presenter.  This should cut down on the time 
spent climbing the stairs. 

 Quilt sign- Peggy will look for a small quilt stand to display our FVQG banner at each 
meeting. 

 Brainstorming Activity Follow-up 
o In an effort to keep the members needs in our focus, we reviewed the list of ideas 

that the membership proposed during our February general meeting. 
o We identified those things that we have made progress on and those that we are 

still working on, Barb will address these in both her monthly letter as well as in her 
meeting welcome.  It is important that members know that we heard their concerns 
and are working to address them. 

 Quilting mentors- due to the success of the “members teaching members” program last 
winter, we hope to compile a list of those interested in sharing their “expertise” on a 
specific topic.  This would allow us to put members hoping to perfect their skills in touch 
with those who are proficient on a topic. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Donna M. Gosselin, Secretary 


