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It seems as though I just stopped writing 2012 on everything and now 

2014 is just two weeks away, yikes! Thank goodness my Christmas 

shopping is just about finished and I didn’t get some cockamamie idea to 

make any presents this year. (I know myself too well.) Although I do 

have a bed runner to finish up before the company arrives, and I am 

already telling myself, “that’s okay if it doesn’t get done, it doesn’t really 

keep them warm any way”. 

 

I am looking forward to our holiday party this Wednesday. I love it 

when we all come together and can relax and socialize. It seems we’re 

never able to have a proper conversation with each other during our 

general membership meetings. 

 

I hope to see you all this Wednesday, and if I don’t, I wish you a happy 

and safe holiday and look forward to seeing you soon in the new year! 

 

Best Wishes, 

Chris 

 

(recipe on next page) 

 

 

 

 

Pat Leslie’s Fabric Auction 

 

The final number is in! Our Guild raised $5638 in honor of Pat. Thank 

you to all the women that helped with the auction and thank you to all 

the ladies who attended, purchased fabric and gave in kind donations. All 

of the money raised and donated went directly to the Inflammatory 

Breast Cancer Research Foundation. Bill Leslie was touched and grateful 

for all the generosity our guild showed for Pat, and I’m sure Pat would 

feel the same. Thank you again! 

Snippets 

http://www.fvqi.org
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Mushroom Bolognese 

Serves 4 

Chris Snieckus 

 

Mushroom Stock 

1.5 oz bag  Assorted Dried Mushrooms 

1/2 ea.  Onion, Carrot, Celery, roughly chopped 

3 c  Water 

 

Sauce 

1 tbsp  Olive Oil 

1 1/2  Onions, diced small 

3  Cloves Garlic, minced 

2, 10oz Packages of Fresh Mushrooms, such as button, baby bella, or your favorite, chopped 

fine to resemble the size of crumbled ground beef 

1/3 c  Dry White Wine 

1 c  Mushroom Stock (recipe above) 

1 c  Canned Plum Tomatoes, diced small 

1/4 c  Cream, heated 

 

Optional Accompaniment: Ricotta cheese; hard, grated cheese 

 

To make stock: Heat a small pot and add chopped onion, carrot, celery and a small drizzle of 

olive oil. Season with salt and pepper and sauté until slightly browned but not burnt. Add water 

and dried mushrooms and simmer to reduce by one half or, so you are left with 1 to 1 1/2 cups of 

stock. Remove from heat and strain. You can pick the mushrooms out of the mixture, chop them, 

and reserve for the sauce. Discard the rest of the vegetables. 

 

To make sauce: Heat a large frying pan, add oil, onions and season with salt and pepper. Sauté 

until the onions are softened about 4 to 5 minutes. Add the garlic and chopped mushrooms. Cook 

until your mushrooms become tender about 10 minutes. Add the mushrooms from the stock if 

desired. Season again with salt and pepper.  

 

Add the wine and reduce by half.  

 

Add about 1 cup of your mushroom stock and tomatoes and simmer for about 20 minutes. 

 

Right before serving, heat your cream and add to your sauce. Taste sauce and add salt and pepper 

if needed. It may still need about 1 teaspoon of salt. If your sauce is too thin, cook longer to 

evaporate some of the liquid off or if your sauce is too thick, add a bit more stock or cream. 

 

Serve over your favorite pasta, with a dollop of ricotta cheese on top and your favorite hard, 

grated cheese on the side. 

 



Future Programs 
January 15, 2014 - Karen Kay Buckley from Carlisle, PA - Lecture on “To Border or not to Border, 

that is the Question”. During this lecture Karen will discuss if a quilt needs a border, how to select a 

border for your quilt, how she designs many of her borders and how to measure to ensure a flat 

quilt.  She will show you many of her quilts and will discuss her border choices and share some fun 

stories along the way.  Her hope is to inspire you to think about how to enhance your quilt with the 

right border.  Designing your own borders is much easier than you might think. 

http://www.karenkaybuckley.com/index.php 

February 19 - Service meeting 

March 19 – Mary Gay Leahy - fabric representative from Robert Kaufman  

April 16 – Adele Scott – Lecture on “My Favorite Products, Tips and Techniques”. A fast moving, fun 

lecture and demo on a wide variety of topics. From sewing machine aids to specialty threads, 

applique tricks to no-waste flying geese.   http://www.adelescott.com/ 

May 21 - Cathy Miller from Victoria, British Columbia, Canada – also known as The Singing Quilter -- 

http://www.singingquilter.com/ 

June 18 - Social and Quilt Challenge 

This Month’s Meeting 

Wednesday, December 18, 2013, 6:45 pm   Eno Hall, Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury 

The FVQ Winter Party will be held at the membership meeting on December 18, 2013 at 6:45pm, in 

Eno Memorial Hall - Simsbury, CT. We are having Potluck Desserts so please bring a dessert or 

beverage item to share with the group. We’ll do sign-ups at November meeting. If you don’t have 

time to bake or purchase something, don’t worry.  We always get many wonderful treats.  Instead, 

you might consider bringing in paper plates, napkins or plastic-ware so we can restock our supply for 

future social occasions. 

In addition we will play the LRC game and have a grab bag. If you’d like to participate in either of 

these fun activities, please bring the following:  

LRC Game: 3 fabric 10” squares for LRC game - fabric of your choice, no theme or style requirements  

Grab Bag: $15 secret Santa gift item (gift wrapped)  

If you have questions - please contact Meg Lines or Faith Roth 
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Upcoming Workshops 
January 16 - Workshop with Karen Kay Buckley called: Fiesta Mexico Block Three with                           

Border. There will be an opportunity to sign-up for this workshop at the meeting. This         

workshop includes techniques for creating a wonderful border. In addition to learning to               

sew smooth curves, sharp points and perfect circles, you will learn to create and applique perfect 1/4" 

strips and perfect circles of differing sizes for an exciting border. 

April 17 – Workshop with Adele Scott  

May 22 – Workshop with Cathy Miller  

http://www.karenkaybuckley.com/index.php
http://www.adelescott.com/
http://www.singingquilter.com/


Ladies, it’s time to get the blocks made for the 2014 Quilt Show quilt so we can have it ready for 

photos for advertising early next year.  Our quilt has pieced & applique blocks, 14 of each as Laurie & 

I have made one of each already.  We will be handing out packets with fabrics (all pieces are cut for 

you already except for the actual applique pieces which you will have to cut), directions for piecing 

the 2 blocks & the applique patterns along with a color photo of the block you’re making.  We 

would like the blocks back at the December Social on the 17
th
 if not before so we can get the top put 

together.  Please pick up a packet at the meeting Wednesday night, thanks so much!  Debbie 

D’Angelo & Laurie Rio, 2014 Raffle Quilt Chairs. 

Quilt Show 
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Membership News 

March 12/13 – 16, 2014...Mark your calendars. 

Christine Zepp will be handling all the arrangements for this retreat.  An email will be sent out this 

week regarding sign-up for the retreat.   

Spring Retreat 

Fall Getaway Retreat 
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Nothing to report. 

From Our 1st Vice President:    

Dues reminder 

You may pay dues at the Welcome Table at any FVQ meeting or, between meetings, mail your dues 

to Maureen Egan, 12 Hamilton Way, Westfield, MA 01085. Membership renewal is $30. Please make 

checks payable to: FVQI. 

Wear-Your-Nametag Raffle Gifts 

We would like to replenish the supply of gifts for the raffle at the end of each meeting.  Do you have 

something you could donate to the cause?  If so, there will be a tote bag on the Welcome Table at 

the December Social.  It should be something that you yourself would like to receive, if you were the 

winner.  Here are a few ideas: 

Quilt shop quality fabric, fat quarter or otherwise 

A notion or tool 

A book, new or gently used 

A dollar or two 

Thank you so very much! 

New Members  - Sandi Schrader became a new member of FVQ at the October 16th Guild Meeting.  

Welcome, Sandi! 

 

 



Member Show & Tell 

At the November 20 meeting the following members participated in Show & Tell: 

Linnea Amodio - Oh Twister tree, Oh Twister Tree; Black and White and Blue All Over 

Jan Ashe - French Braid 

Marguerite Boslaugh -Over the Rainbow 

Debbie D'Angelo - Two Tote Bags 

Donna Gosselin - Courtney & Tim's Housewarming Quilt 

Linda Huppelsberg - announced receiving first and second place wins in juried shows, and shared 

information about opportunities that are available for art quilting 

Bonnie Llopis - Spinning star; Hand Stitched Chickens on a String; Paper Pieced Leaf Pin; Stained Glass 

Necklace 

Laurie Rio - Little Star 

Anne Schwabik - Rose Garden; Sea and Sand; Irish Stars 

Pauline Shaw - Narcissus and Fruit 

Lee Thomsen - Hexagon Garden; Navajo Sampler 

 

Thanks and congratulations to all!  
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January 

01/01 - Chris Snieckus 

01/04 - Lucille Ladden 

01/07 - Bobbi Morehouse 

01/07 - Annemarie Riemer 

01/07 - Anne Schwabik 

01/09 - Hava Johnson 

01/13 - Linda Walter 

01/19 - Margaret Omarian 

01/21 - Brenda Geiling 

 

December 

12/0 - Karen Hines 

12/06 - Sally Sargent Markey 

12/10 - Cathy Hitchcock 

12/19 - Eileen Murphy 

12/20 - Sue Trimble 

12/23 - Tracy Propheter-Hinckley 

12/31 - Linda Huppelsberg 

Birthday’s: 

Membership News...continued 
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Community Service 
Scrap Box Surprise -- Fall is time for clean up, and I have cleaned up the scrap box with a fun 

project.  Each person who chooses to participate will receive a paper bag (so you can't see the fabrics) 

with instructions for making 3 foundation strip blocks.  When returned, will have a sew day to 

assemble them into quilt tops.  We will choose a name from those who participate, and the quilt will 

go to a charity of the winner’s choice. Please call Susan Elliott (860-658-0863) with any questions. 

ABC Quilts 
Many of you have returned your blocks at the November meeting and we have only a handful of blocks 
outstanding.  If you have one of these, please return it at the December meeting.  Our goal is to have the 
first quilt ready for hand stitching the binding at the February meeting.  We purchased fabric for two 
backs at the Sew Inspired Food Donation sale.  Thanks for the donations that made these purchases 
possible.  
 
We will be distributing more blocks for the second quilt at the December meeting.  Please stop by and 
pick up one or more to make. 
 
We continue to need your help.  In addition to constructing blocks, you can help by donating a batting or 
a backing or contribute to the purchase of a back or batting.  Or if you have a longarm machine, help by 
quilting an ABC quilt.   
 
Thanks for all you do! 
 
Debbie Jacoby and Donna Delacamera 
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Quilt Challenge 
Linda Walter and Elaine Reimer have volunteered to coordinate the Guild’s next quilt challenge.  The 

theme will be “Scrap Quilts”.   

The guidelines/rules are as follows: 

 Item should be something that you have made between September 2013 and June 2014 

 Choose your own pattern 

 Can by any size 

 Hand or machine quilted 

 Item must be a finished project 

 Deadline is the June 2014 Guild meeting 

Please donate one (or as many as you wish) fat quarter during the year to be given away as prize(s) 

for the winner(s) of the June Challenge, along with a Longaberger Market Basket.  These can be given 

to Elaine/Linda between now and June. 

If you have any questions, please contact either Linda Walter atLMW810@aol.com or Elaine Reimer 

at reimereg@gmail.com. 

Neo  Natal 
We are happy to report that 6 adorable neonatal quilts were turned in at the September meeting. We 

are well on our way to our goal this year to deliver 200 quilts to the UCONN NICU. 

We will continue to bring plenty of fabric to the guild meetings for you to use, and some extra 

batting, too. 

So keep those quilts coming (approximately 40” X 40”). 

Robin Schofield and Phyllis Small 

Mystery Night 

Nothing new to report. 

mailto:LMW810@aol.com
mailto:reimereg@gmail.com
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Friendship Block 

2013  -  2014 

FRIENDSHIP BLOCKS 

The tradition is for guild members to participate in making friendship blocks as a way to try a new 

block, learn a new technique, and finally to have a chance to win the blocks.   

You need to complete your block on the due date.  Write your name on a piece of paper and attach 

it to your block(s) so the winner knows who finished the block.  Fill out 1 ticket for each block you’ve 

completed with your name on it and drop it in the basket provided.   

We’re going to try some new things.   

The winner will win the blocks and 1 yard of coordinating fabric. 

If you bring in at least three (3) blocks, you’ll get 1 extra chance to win.   

Have Fun!!! 

Friendship Block 1……………..…Strata Quilt   Due:  September 2013 

Friendship Block 2 ………….……Fast Bow Tie    Due:  November 2013 

Friendship Block 3……………….. Salvage Block   Due:  MARCH 2014 

Friendship Block 4……………….. Spirited Ladies   Due:  May 2014 

 

Questions? Contact:   Diane (Popko) Francini   

    popinct@comcast.net  

    (860) 223-7084  Home 

mailto:popinct@comcast.net
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STRATA QUILT 

Fabric Selection:  Select quilt shop quality 100% cotton fabric.  They make the best quilts.  Feel free 

to use up your scraps, any color goes!!  

Long & Narrow Block:  3” x 60”  

Let's make a Strata Quilt! Cut strips 1-1/2" wide from interesting fabrics in your                             

stash. Sew the ends together so you have 60" lengths. Then sew 3 of these strip                             s 

together to make a block about 3" x 60." 

Helpful tip:  After sewing a long seam, press before opening. This "sets the                               

seam" and makes it easy to keep the seam straight when you press it open.                          

Otherwise it can get a little curvy. 

Enter your name in the drawing once for each 3” block entered.  You’ll earn an extra ticket if you 

make three or more blocks.   

Thanks to Empire’s Block of the Month website for this great idea. 

 

FAST BOW TIE 

This block takes less than 10 minutes to make, so you might want to make a  

bunch. Win the blocks, and your quilt is almost done! 

 

Choose 2 fabrics: White (or ivory, ecru, parchment...) for the background fabric  

and a colorful Kaffe Fasset print for the bow. 

 

CUT two 3-1/2" squares from each fabric.  CUT two 2" square from the print.  

 

                         Cut 2 background                 Cut 2 print       Cut 2 print

                3-1/2”          3-1/2”        2” 

 

   Sew the small print square to the      Fold out triangle

   background square from one corner     and press. 

   to the opposite on the diagonal.  Cut      

   away excess fabric ¼” from stitching line.      

 

     Sew each half of the block to complete    

     the Bow Tie.   

 

 

 

Thanks to QUILT Magazine for these wonderful directions. 
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SALVAGE BLOCK 

Fabric Selection:  Select quilt shop quality 100% cotton fabrics  

and cut off the salvage.  You want to cut you salvage between  

1” to 1 ½” wide.    

 

Start with a very light interfacing block cut to 6-1/2” square.   

If you don’t have the interfacing, you could use a light cotton  

fabric.  

  

Start in the corner.  Lay down your 1
st
 strip, right side up.   

 

Your 2
nd

 strip, right side up, will go over your 1
st
 strip.  Leave a bit of fabric color showing to add 

interest.  Make sure you have about a ¼” overlapping the 1
st
 strip. 

 

Sew very close to the salvage edge of each new piece added.  If your salvage has a shaggy edge, sew 

on the inside of the shaggy edge. 

 

Flip over the 2
nd

 strip and trim to ¼” seam if needed.  Flip it back.  Continue until your block is 

covered corner to corner.  Trim your block to a 6-1/2” square.   

 

RAG DOLL OR SPIRITED (LIBERATED) LADIES 

This truly is a “free spirit” block.  The instructions are from Material Obsession by Kathy Doughty and 

Sara Fielke.  Once you’re comfortable with the suggested blocks, you can decide what you want to 

do differently for other blocks.  The dolls need not be the same.   

Block Size:   I’ve chosen to make this block size about 6-1/2” X 8” finished (7” X 8-1/2” unfinished).  

The winner of the blocks can always size the blocks and add other borders if needed or desired.   

Fabrics:  As always, it’s best to use 100% quilt quality cotton.  So this is truly an opportunity to use 

up more of your scraps.  The background fabric should be white or white on white.  Have fun with 

the clothing.  Although the pattern shows the dress as one piece, you can always adlib.  OR change 

the dress into pants by modifying the pattern.  Then there’s hats, shoes, necklace, hair, purse, garden 

tools ….Endless possibilities.   
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Making dolls:  Doll Construction:   

 

Stage 1 -  

Head 

Stage 2 -  

Arms/Hands 

Stage 3 -  

Dress 

Stage 4 -  

Legs 
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Guest Policy 

There will be a $5.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners.   

Guest who join the guild that evening do not have to pay the guest fee. 

Sunshine 
If anyone needs a cheer card or a sympathy card .  You can contact Anne Baldis - 

annieb1953@aol.com or Sue Trimble - susanqtrimble@gmail.com or any board member.                                

 

Sewing Dolls: 

Stage 1 – the dress:  Decide on the width of your dress.  Add background fabric to both sides of 

the side of your dress.  Make sure you’ve left enough fabric for the overall block size (including 

seam allowance – 7” to 7-1/2” wide).   It’s fine if the dress is not exactly centered in this piece. 

Stage 2 – the arms/hands:  sew a 1” x  2” skin tone rectangle to either side of a 1” x  4-1/2” piece 

of dress fabric and press seams toward the dress fabric.  This piece forms your arms and hands.  

This piece will be trimmed down later.   

Stage 3 – For the dolls head, cut skin tone fabric to 1-1/2” square and add background fabric to 

both sides.  Press toward background fabric.  Again, make sure you’ve left enough fabric for 

the overall block size (including seam allowance – at least 7” to 7-1/2” wide).   

Stage 4 – For the legs, piece a strip of skin tone 1” x 3” to background fabric.  Check the diagram 

to see how the legs are pieced.  Press the seams toward the legs.  Remember, your legs can 

actually be any color – think tights, pants, etc. 

Joining Stages - Before you join your four stages together, consider if you want to add any 

embellishments that can be added at the seams.   Add buttons and bulkier embellishments once 

your doll is assembled and ironed.   You can finger-press the center of each strip and use this to 

assemble all the stages.  Keep in mind that perfection is not a requirement.   

Embellishments:  Now’s the time to get creative.  You can add a hat, fringe, and anything else to 

give your doll her own personality.   
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Quilts of Valor 

Join us in making Quilts of Valor for service people touched by war, Avon Congregational Church, 6 

West Main (Rt 44),  Apr 18, May 9 & 23, Jun 13  27, Jul 11 & 25, Aug 8 & 22, Sep 12 & 26, Oct 10 & 

17, Nov 14 & 21, Dec 12 & 19; 6 PM - 9 PM. Coaches, Rookies, and all in between are welcome. 

              8/13 

Member Classifieds  

This is a new feature to the Newsletter.  If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to 

sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, you can now advertise it here.  Your advertisement 

will be kept in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed unless told otherwise. 

Services:   Ho, Ho, Ho, I know it’s hard to believe but the holidays will be here before you know it.  

It’s time to get those quilt tops finished & off to me to be quilted in time for finishing for the holidays!  

The Quilted Basket offers Standard & Custom hand guided machine quilting services as well as 

carrying the full line of Sew Batik 108” wide backs & Quilter’s Dream battings for all your quilting 

needs.  Gift Certificates are available in any amount you’d like, great idea for the holidays or any 

other special occasion!  Brochures are available at the monthly meetings as well as Sew Inspired.  You 

can reach Debbie D’Angelo at 860-621-5596, quiltedbasket.com or quiltedbasket@gmail.com.  

 09/13  

http://www.quiltedbasket.com
http://www.quiltedbasket@gmail.com


For a national and international calendar of quilt events go to the Studio Art Quilt Association 

website:  www.saqa.com  
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Other Quilt Shows Quilt Shows & Events 

May 3 & 4,2014 

Northern Star Quilters’ 

“World of Quilts XXXV” 

Somers, NY 

Guest Speakers:  Sue Nickels & Mark Lipinski 

www.northernstarquilters.com 

April 26 & 27, 2014 

Connecticut Piecemakers Quilt Guild 

“Spring Shower of Quilts XV” 

Crowne Plaza Southbury 

1284 Strongtown Road, Southbury, CT 

www.ctpiecemakers.org  

April 9-12, 2014 

MDX Quilt Festival 

The Center of NH/Radisson Hotel 

700 Elm Street 

Manchester, NH  

Classes begin April 9; Quilt Show April 10 

Thurs, 4/10—10am-7pm 

Fri, 4/11—10am-6pm 

Sat, 4/12—10am-5pm 

$12 admission 

http://www.saqa.com
http://www.northernstarquilters.com
http://www.ctpiecemakers.org
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      Sally Sargent Markey 
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Secretary     Robin Schofield 
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Newsletter Editor   Christine Zepp 

Quilt Show Chair    Lisa Salvatore 
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2013—2014 

FVQI Board Members 

ABC Quilts     Debbie Jacoby & Donna Dellacamera 

Bee Keeper     Jane Hadley 

Fabric Swap Box    Sue Elliott 

Friendship Blocks   Diane Popko 

Hospitality     Anne Dodge & Peggy Thomsen 

June Challenge    Elaine Reimer & Linda Walters 

Library     Anne Dodge  

      Lois Palmer 

      Lynn Emery 

Mystery Night     

Neo Natal Quilts    Phyllis Small & Robin Schofield 

Retreat—Fall    Meg Lines & Faith Roth 

Retreat—Spring    Caroline Berman 

Socials     Meg Lines & Faith Roth 

Webmaster     Laurie Rio 

2013—2014 

Committees 



Farmington Valley Quilters, Inc. 

P O Box 172 

Weatogue, CT 06089 

Meetings typically held at  

Eno Memorial Hall  

Hopmeadow Street  

Simsbury, CT 

For more information  

go to 

www.fvqi.org 
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