
        
  
        

       
       

Hi Everyone,  

I am so excited that our Connecticut Hang-A-Quilt Day is near—June 22!  

All our efforts in distributing almost 5,000 rack cards is paying off. At the 

Greater Hartford show over the weekend, Christies Quilting Boutique Shop in 

Norwalk has decided to host a picnic that day at the shop and feature 

customer’s quilts. We also learned that Westport is displaying quilts 

downtown.   

Simsbury should be well represented with quilts at the Methodist Church 

(Quilts Beyond Borders) and the Simsbury Historical Society. I’m hanging a 

quilt at Flaming Farm and maybe a few at the center cemetery (I still need to 

get permission). There is talk about a display at McLean. 

The Avon Congregational Church will have a display at the corner of Route 44 

and Route 10 and we will have a display at the beach on West Hill Lake. 

Phyllis is doing a display at the Jewish Community Center in West Hartford 

along with a talk on quilting. I hope you are thinking about how you can 

display some of your quilts.  Don’t forget to post pictures on social 

media with the #CTHangAQuiltDay. If you don ’t know how, send 

them to me, shselliott@sbcglobal.net, and I will be sure to get them posted. 

Let’s make this the LARGEST OUTDOOR QUILT SHOW EVER!!!   

I also want to take the time to say how much I’ve enjoyed serving as your 

president. It has been great fun and I’ve gotten to know even more of you 

better.  If you have the opportunity to serve on the board, it will enrich your 

life.   

 

Keep Sewing and enjoy life! 

  Susan Elliott 

 Meetings begin 7pm, typically at ENO Memorial Hall, Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT 

 FVQI Board meetings are scheduled for the 1st Wed. of every month and are  

open to all members  

 Mailing Address: FVQG, P.O. Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089 

 Visit us online at www.fvquilter.org  
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Membership News 

June 19 FVQ June Social 
Our June social will be held at Eno Memorial Hall on 
Wednesday, June 19th. The meeting starts at 6:00 
p.m.; dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Come and enjoy 
dinner and dessert with your fellow guild members.   

I want to thank my volunteers for their help in 
carrying on with this dinner in my absence.  Their 
help is greatly appreciated.  So, thank you Katha K. 
for taking the lead, Karen K., Peggy T., Lynn V., 
Phyllis S. and Maureen H.  And thank you to anyone 
else who gives them a hand in setting up and 
cleanup.     

May Show and Tell   

Quilt Show News 

Return Your Raffle Quilt Blocks! 

Please return your completed raffle quilt block to Barb Aubin 
at the June meeting. If you are unable to make the meeting, 
please coordinate a drop-off ASAP with Barb.  You can reach 
Barb at 860-614-7307 or linic@comcast.net.   
Thanks for everyone’s help! 

Create a self-portrait. As with past challenges it 
needs to be a completed quilt, any size. I am 
picturing 8” x 12” but it’s up to you. Check out 
images for self-portrait quilts on line for some 
inspiration. I Let’s have good participation and can 
do some kind of contest to guess who belongs to 
each portrait. If you any questions, contact Diane 
Calkin at dlcalkin@gmail.com. 

June Challenge 

ABC Quilt News 
Over the summer, Kathie and Peggy will be picking 

out the pattern for the next two ABC quilts and 

preparing kits for members to take home to piece 

at the September meeting.  We hope you all have a 

wonderful summer. 

mailto:linic@comcast.net
mailto:dlcalkin@gmail.com
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Summer Sew-in Days! JULY & AUGUST 

September 18 & 19, 2019  David Sirota  

Lecture:  What Makes a Quilter Tick? 

Join David for a fun-filled, interactive, eye-opening look at 
quilters and all the little quirks, passions and obsessions we 
all share. We’ll hold a mirror up to ourselves and see what 
others see when they look at us. Should be a evening of 
laughs. 

On Thursday, September 19th, David will teach us his “No 
More Tears” method of paper piecing. We’ll be using the 
versatile Storm at Sea pattern. David guarantees this class 
will change our love/hate relationship with paper piecing to 
a LOVE relationship!!   

Check out the Supply list at the end of this newsletter.  

October 16:  Sue Bleiweiss Trunk Show 

Sue Bleiweiss will bring at least a dozen of her quilts to 
show as she talks about her art quilting journey, the 
materials, techniques and process she uses and how she 
developed her unique style. 

On Thursday, October 17th, Sue will help us create a 
dynamic quilt the fast and easy way, with no piecing 
required. Learn about and use the principles of design to 
create your own modern quilts using Mistyfuse fusible web.   

November 20:  Jennifer Watchorn Lecture:  

Organizing Your Quilting Space 

Jennifer Watchorn is excited to share different ways to 
organize your quilting space. An organized space allows you 
to concentrate on your quilting, without being distracted by 
disarray. You will learn to organize your fabrics, your room, 
and your supplies; and keep the fabrics you buy for a 
project together.  Sounds like a great evening.  

Future Programs and  

Associated Workshops 

These meetings will NOT be on Tuesdays like they have been in the past. They will take place on Wednesday, July 17th 
and Wednesday, August 21st and will be held from 9 AM to 5 PM. There will be NO evening hours.  

Mark your calendars accordingly. Both sew-in days will be held at the Avon Congregational Church, 6 West Main 
Street, Avon – at the intersection of Rtes. 10 & 202 at Rte. 44. There is ample parking in the back of the church. 

Susan Elliott has offered the use of the irons, ironing boards, cutting tools and mats stored there. There are plenty of 
chairs, tables and electrical outlets, although you might want to bring an extension cord for your sewing machines. 
There is very good lighting above, and windows on both sides of the room. 



RETREAT NEWS 
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What a fantastic year our guild Neo-natal charity has had. As of the 

end of May we have donated a total of 135 quilts and 105 scent cloths 

to the premature/intensive care babies and their families at UCONN 

since September. For us, it has been an enriching and fun endeavor to 

see all the beautiful quilts you have created with the little fabrics from 

the suitcases and/or treasures from your own stashes. While Alberta 

will continue on with this project next year, Debbie is leaving for 

North Carolina. However, Debbie Lovejoy has volunteered to partner 

with Alberta for next year so the mission is in good hands. So, still 

Alberta and Debbie! 

Just a few reminders: Quilt should be about 45” x 45”, no smaller in 

any dimension than 35”.  Somewhat larger is fine, but remember 

these are for tiny babies. We have labels for you to add yourself; stock 

up if you are making some quilts over the summer. However, we will 

We'll start taking deposits for the guild's November retreat right after Labor Day — hang onto your checks, and look at 
the August newsletter for specifics. We'll also email a reminder at the beginning of September, as summer has a way of 
blurring memory and concentration... not that that happens to any of us, of course! 

During September, only reservations from FVQI members will be accepted, in fairness to those who have paid their 
dues and thereby supported the guild. If there's room available, non-members are welcome to sign up beginning 
October 1.  

(Note: this is a sneaky way to encourage everyone to pay dues  
during June or, certainly, sometime over the summer!) 

Dates: November 6 – 10 (4 nights) or 7 – 10 (3 nights)  

Place: Incarnation Center, Ivoryton, CT 

Cost: 3 nights $310, 4 nights $360 

Questions? Email Tina Davies (batikfanatic@gmail.com) or Jean Williams (quiltinjean@gmail.com) 

NEO-NATAL NEWS 

put labels on if you don’t have any or would rather not. We have batting, and try to bring an adequate amount each 

month. If you know you want some, a heads-up email would help so no one goes home empty handed.  

Finally, a story our contact nurse at UCONN shared when we dropped off the last set of quilts. Shari Galvin works in the 

neonatal unit but has also been the Family Outreach person there. She tries to match quilts to families or at least 

narrow down the choices for them to select from. She gets to know most parents as they try to spend time with their 

child in the unit. Recently she brought a quilt to a mom who she knew also had several other children. The quilt had 

the word ‘brother’ on some of the fabric, so she thought it would be appropriate for this newest member of her 

family. But she wasn’t sure if the elephants or colors would be okay. When she shared the quilt, the woman 

immediately looked somewhat distressed. Through her choked back tears, she managed to share that her child was 

actually the brother of a twin who did not survive and that since elephants never forget, the combination of ‘brother’ 

and elephants had such profound meaning to her that she was awestruck.  

So, with that in mind, sew on and on knowing that your quilts do in fact mean a lot to these families as they struggle 

through what must be stressful times. Happy summer, looking forward to September to see all the new baby quilts.  

mailto:batikfanatic@gmail.com
mailto:quiltinjean@gmail.com
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Tid Bits 

 Do you have something to show and tell at our next meeting? Get a jump start on completing the show and tell 
form. Click, print and complete the form prior to the meeting. Don’t forget it on the kitchen counter!  

 Bring a little sunshine! Cheer card or a sympathy card, contact Kathy Lettieri or any board member. 

 There is a $10.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners. Any guest who joins the guild 
that evening will not pay the guest fee. 

 If you are interested in the monthly treasurer's report, visit the guild website. Any questions, contact Lauren Elliott. 

Quilters Shows and Events  

The guild offers 2 smaller groups (bees) designed for people to get together outside the guild meetings to share ideas, 
learn from each other, and socialize. The groups are independent of each other and each decide on the structure, 
location, and direction that the group would like. You do not need to attend every meeting to be a member. Bees are a 
great way to get to know others who share your passion. 

The Wednesday Morning Bee meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month, at St. Alban’s Church on Bushy Hill 

Road, Simsbury from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Bring your own hand project. Occasionally a group project or a challenge is 

done. Join us or contact Meg Lines for more information.  

The Monday Afternoon Bee meets on the 4th Monday of the month, 11 AM - 3 PM, at the Avon Congregational 

Church, 6 West Main St., Avon. There are large tables for sewing machines, cutting, and layout or smaller tables for 

hand sewing. Rotary cutters, rulers, irons and ironing boards are  available. Drop in or come regularly. Contact Susan 

Elliott, 860-658-0863 if you have any questions. Want to start your own group? Contact Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863. 

        Guild Bees 

May 10 – July 28:  Special Exhibit at the Mill Museum, 411 Main St./ Rte. 66, Willimantic, CT (near the Frog 
Bridge):  “Under Cover Stories: Quilts, Coverlets, and Fiber Fair.” There is so much happening, download the brochure 
to be sure that you don’t miss anything.  
Go to: www.millmuseum.org/whats-happening.  
 
The Mill Museum is open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $10 Adults; $7 Students 
and Seniors; $5 Pre-arranged Groups. There is a separate charge for special events. For more information, call (860) 
456-2178 or e-mail themillmuseum@gmail.com. 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec2347_ee8049867e1941a4bcc8749b952827ae.pdf
mailto:kbakerl@att.net?subject=Spread%20Sunshine%20FVQG
http://www.fvquilter.org/
mailto:lauren.c.elliott@gmail.com?subject=Questions%20on%20Treasurer%20Report%20FVQC
mailto:malines7@comcast.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
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If a member would like to advertise... 

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it 
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed. 

PRICED TO SELL: Antique 1939 Singer Sewing Machine. $100 

This 1939 Singer Seeing Machine is a beauty! It’s a full sized machine with the “Memphis Sphinx “ decal set, which was used by 
Singer from 1896-1953. This wonderful Machine would make an excellent addition to any collection. Contact Kathi Maglia at  
860-965-3244. (02/19) 

PRICED TO SELL: Antique White Rotary sewing machine. $150  

In it’s cabinet. This was a particularly popular model with a piece of technology that was produced from the late 1890s until the 
1950s. Contact Kathi Maglia at 860-965-3244. (02/19) 

Sewing Table for Sale 
Recently online and found that the opening was too 
small for any of my machines! 

The opening measures 7 1/2” x 18” 
I didn’t get a chance to return it. 
I paid $110 but would sell for $75. 
 
Karen Kebinger  
860-205-7503 
(04/19) 
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President   Susan Elliott 

VP/Membership  Phyllis Small 

Second Vice Presidents,  Beverly Hughes 

Programs    Ingrid Nelson 

    Tina Davies 

    Diane Francini 

    Sandi Schrader 

Secretary   Debbie Schrank 

Treasurer   Lauren Elliott 

Publicity   Kitty Van Gunten 

Quilt Show Chair  Maureen Hulsart 

Webmaster   Lisa Salvatore 

Socials    Bernice Hovencamp  

Newsletter Editor  Elizabeth Brochu 

2018—2019 Board Members 

ABC Quilts   Peggy Thomsen  
    Kathie Fallon 

Beekeeper   Susan Elliott 

Fabric Swap Box   Marilyn Webber   

Friendship Blocks  Linnea Bronson Amodio 
    Donna Flynn 

Hospitality   Donna Gosselin 
    Marie Knapps 
    Lynn Veith 

Challenge   Diane Calkin 

Library    Anne Dodge 
    Lois Palmer 
    Kitty Vangunten 
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Neo Natal Quilts  Deb Schrank 
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Retreat—Spring  Christine Zepp 

Photographer   Susan Gauvain 

    

2018–2019 Committees 

Quilters Needed 

The Sew Thankful Quilters who make Quilts of Valor at the Avon Congregational Church are prolific in producing 

quilts. We need help with Long Arm Quilting. It’s a wonderful opportunity to give time toward National Service, work 
on your long arm skills, and help get quilts in the hands of our many service men and women who need to know we 
appreciate their service. We leave the quilt design to you, but a simple overall pattern is perfect. We supply the batting 
and we will also do the trimming, binding, and all the other steps necessary to get the quilt finished. Call or email if 
you can help. Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863 (h), 860-748-1775 . 

Quilts2Heal provides comfort and healing through quilts created for those who have suffered a loss, illness, or 

challenge in their lives. Our group meets at Sew Inspired at 8 Wilcox St. at various times throughout the year for sew 
days. So please join us or just drop in to say hi. Bring yourself or, come with your sewing machine and supplies. Many 
projects can be done from the comfort of your own sewing room. We are in need of long armers, we supply the top, 
back, batting, all you do is have the fun selecting the design and long arming.  We also take fabric donations (good 
quality 100% cotton) if you need a loving home for some of your stash. 

ALL ARE WELCOME: Contact 860.306.7000 Paula DeSilva, Founder; quilts2heal@comcast.net or Lynda Cook, 
blcook66@gmail.com or visit our website https:// www.quilts2heal.org/ includes up to date sew days. 

mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
tel:860-658-0863
tel:860-748-1775
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David Sirota Storm at Sea 

Supply List 

 

BRING TO CLASS  

 
Your 3 baggies of pre-cut fabric 
Sewing machine, thread and pre-wound bobbin 
Pins, a basting needle and just in case, a seam ripper 
Rotary cutter (with a new blade) and ruler - 6"x12" works fine 
Small cutting mat 9" x 12" is fine 
Highlighter (any color) 
¼” Paper Piecing Ruler  (optional, but available for purchase) 
Paper and  fabric scissors 
Something to collect your scraps 
**Since there will be ironing stations set up, you do not need to bring your own iron** 
Cutting Specs 
  
Your finished wall hanging should measure about 30"x30. 
 
A word about fabric selection:  Please, keep it simple, and keep in mind that we’re 
here to learn a new method, and maybe not create the ultimate Storm at Sea 
masterpiece.  Ideally, we’re looking for 2 contrasting fabrics* that allow the Storm at 
Sea pattern to shine.  The finished product will be simple to construct, yet impactful.  
 
Why only 2 fabrics?  Because this class is less about design and more about 
technique.  Like anything new we learn, we want it to become habit, and if we’re 
focused on design, it takes away from our practice time. 
 
  *Contrasting fabric means any 2 fabrics that will stand out on their own and make 
the lines of your quilt top “crisp”.  They can be solids, a print and a solid, or 2 small 
prints that read as solid from a distance.  Another thing to remember is that solid 
fabrics will be a little less forgiving if your points don't match precisely.  When 
selecting your fabric, avoid directional prints, large prints, or 2 prints that share a 
common color.  Designate which of your fabrics is “dark” and which “light’.   
  
Yardage 
You’ll want to start with 2 yards of Dark fabric and 2 yards of Light fabric, from 
which you’ll be using approximately 41” of the Dark and 30” of the Light. You’ll 
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have enough fabric left over for the backing (Light fabric) and binding (Dark fabric), 
or re-cutting any whoopses.  
 
Cutting Specs 
All fabric is cut cross grain or Width of Fabric (WOF).  Measurements assume 40" of 
useable fabric. Bring cut pieces to class in three baggies...one for Large Center 
Squares, one for Sashing Rectangles and one for Cornerstone Squares.   
 

Baggie #1 
 
Large Center Squares: (9 total used for wall hanging) – 
 
From the Dark Fabric 
Cut one 4" strip. From this strip cut nine 4" squares.  Then... 

Cut two 4-1/2" strips. From these strips cut eighteen 4-1/2" squares. Cut these 
eighteen squares diagonally in half to form thirty six half-square triangles.  Place the 
squares and half-square triangles in Baggie #1. 

From the Light Fabric 

Cut two 3-1/2" strips. From these strips cut eighteen 3-1/2" squares. Cut these 
eighteen squares diagonally in half to form thirty six half-square triangles.  Place the 
triangles in Baggie #1               

 Baggie #2 

Cornerstone Squares: (16 total used for wall hanging)    

From the Dark Fabric 

Cut one 2" strip- Cut this strip into sixteen 2" squares. Then... 

Cut two 3" strips. Cut these strips into thirty two 3" squares. Cut these thirty two 
squares diagonally in half to form sixty four half-square triangles. (If you don't have 
enough fabric, use the remainder of the 4" strip from the Sashing Rectangle to make up 
the difference.)  Place in Baggie #2 

From the Light Fabric 

Cut two 2" strips. Cut these strips into thirty two 2" squares. Cut these 32 squares 
diagonally in half to form sixty four half square triangles.  Place in Baggie #2. 
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Baggie #3 

 

Sashing Rectangles: (24 total used for wall hanging)   

From the Dark Fabric 

Cut five 4" strips. Cut these strips into twenty-four 4"x7" rectangles.  Place them in 
Baggie #3. 

 

From the Light Fabric 

Cut six 3" strips. Cut these strips into forty eight 3"x5" rectangles. Cut these forty 
eight rectangles diagonally in half to form ninety six "uneven" or asymmetrical 
triangles.  Place them in Baggie #3. 

 

Note: Since these triangles are ''uneven " or asymmetrical they have a definite direction in the 
block. It is important that you make sure you pair your rectangles either wrong or right sides 
together before cutting them in half diagonally. An easy way to do this is by making sure you 
keep your strips folded in half, as the fabric comes off the bolt, before cutting the 
rectangles.  This way, the rectangles will already be wrong sides together.* 

 

 


