
        
  
        

       
       

Hi Quilters, 

I hope you are having a wonderful summer filled with fun and relaxation. I 

have been exhibiting in a few shows (at the Slater Museum in Norwich, 

Whistler Museum of Art, and the Brush Gallery in Lowell, MA) visiting 

family, and enjoying the life of leisure.  

Our July Sew-In was a great success. I hope more of you will be able to join us 

for the next Sew-In on August 21st at the Avon Congregational Church, 6 

West Main Street, Avon (intersection of Routes 10/202 and 44) from 9 to 5. 

I am looking forward to our September 18th meeting with speaker David 

Sirota and his “no more tears” paper piecing workshop on Thursday, 

September 19. Contact Bev Hughes at bevhughes@hotmail.com or 860-519-

1449 if you are interested in attending the workshop. 

And don’t forget to renew your membership. Mail your $25 dues to FVQI, PO 

Box  172, Weatogue, CT 06089. You may also renew membership or pay for 

workshop at the August Sew-In. 

Phyllis Small  

 Meetings begin 7pm, typically at ENO Memorial Hall, Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT 

 FVQI Board meetings are scheduled for the 1st Wed. of every month and are  

open to all members  

 Mailing Address: FVQG, P.O. Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089 

 Visit us online at www.fvquilter.org  

Inside this issue:  

President’s Message 1 

Membership News 2 

Future Programs and 

Workshops 
2 

Summer Sew - Ins 3 

Retreats 2019-2020 3 

Bus Trip  4 

Guild Bees 5 

Tidbits 5 

Quilt Shows & Events 5 

Buy, Sell, In Need Of  5 

Board & Committees 6 

Friendship Blocks Click Here 

 

From the President 

NEWSLETTER  

August 2019 

Half Square Triangle Swap  

October 2019 – June 2020  

Learn more! 

http://www.fvquilter.org/
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec2347_241d2aaf99ca4553a55ba44bb9dbc6df.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec2347_d6b3ba35f1c84245840daed9647593bc.pdf


Page 2 August  Farmington Valley Quilters Newsletter 

Membership News 

December Social Date Change 
FYI - This year, the December Social will be held on Wednesday, December 11th. Please mark your calendars 
accordingly. SEPTEMBER MEETING—SEPTEMBER 18TH! 
 
Thank you to all members who have renewed their membership for the 2019-2020 year. To date we have 63 
members who have renewed along with two new members. We would like to offer a warm welcome to Susan 
Underwood of Plainville and Sherry Perrie of Unionville. Membership dues ($25) can be mailed to FVQI at PO Box 
172 Weatogue CT 06089 or brought to the September Meeting. As a reminder if you have not renewed after the 
September Meeting we will move your membership to inactive status and you will not receive the newsletter and 
member access to the website. If you have renewed but have not received your membership card please find 
Brenda at an upcoming meeting.  

September 18 & 19, 2019  David Sirota  

Lecture:  What Makes a Quilter Tick? 

Join David for a fun-filled, interactive, eye-opening look at  
quilters and all the little quirks, passions and obsessions we  
all share. We’ll hold a mirror up to ourselves and see what  
others see when they look at us. Should be a evening of laughs. 

On Thursday, September 19th, David will teach us his  
“No More Tears” method of paper piecing. We’ll be using  
the versatile Storm at Sea pattern. David guarantees this  
class will change our love/hate relationship with paper  
piecing to a LOVE relationship!!   

Visit his website to learn more.  

October 16:  Sue Bleiweiss Trunk Show 

Sue Bleiweiss will bring at least a dozen of her quilts to show as she talks about her art quilting journey, the materials, 
techniques and process she uses and how she developed her unique style. 

On Thursday, October 17th, Sue will help us create a dynamic quilt the fast and easy way, with no piecing required. 
Learn about and use the principles of design to create your own modern quilts using Mistyfuse fusible web.   

November 20:  Jennifer Watchorn Lecture:  Organizing Your Quilting Space 

Jennifer Watchorn is excited to share different ways to organize your quilting space. An organized space allows you to 
concentrate on your quilting, without being distracted by disarray. You will learn to organize your fabrics, your room, 
and your supplies; and keep the fabrics you buy for a project together. Sounds like a great evening.  

Future Programs and Associated Workshops 

Quilt Show September 26th and 27th, 2020  

During the Month of August, the Quilt Show Committee finalized our arrangement with the 

University of Hartford for next year’s Quilt Show. So, as the summer starts to wind down, I hope you 

are all thinking and working on quilts you wish to enter in the show next year. We will need 200+ 

quilts displayed and our show is known for the variety and quality of quilts displayed.  Please start 

working on your entries now! 

https://www.quiltmavendave.com/
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Summer Sew-in Days! AUGUST 

This Wednesday, August 21st , is the LAST Summer Sew-In Day. It will be held from 9 AM to 5 PM. There will be NO 
evening hours.    

It will take place at the Avon Congregational Church, 6 West Main Street, Avon – at the intersection of Rtes. 10 & 202 
at Rte. 44. There is ample parking in the back of the church.   

Susan Elliott, who oversees the Quilts of Valor group that meets, there has offered the use of the irons, ironing boards, 
cutting tools, and mats stored there. There are plenty of chairs, tables, and electrical outlets, although you might want 
to bring an extension cord for your sewing machines.  There are windows on both sides of the room and very good 
lighting above.  

RETREAT NEWS 

Yes, we know it’s August. Yes, we know there’s more than a month left of summer. You’re probably at the beach, the 
lake, the mountains, the pool, camp, or overseas. BUT! 

Before we know it, autumn will be here, and then November, and then the guild’s Fall Retreat. So… 

Reservations and deposits will be taken, starting September 3, from guild members only. $100 non-refundable deposit 
holds your space; make checks payable to FVQI, and include your usual pertinent information: name, phone, email, any 
preferences you’d like us to know (room location, seating buddies, etc.), whether you’re coming for 3 or 4 nights.  

Beginning October 1, if space remains, non-guild members are welcome to join the group. We just want to make sure 
any guild member who wishes to attend has “first dibs” on registration.  

Send all deposits and information to Tina Davies, 2 River View, Avon, CT 06001.  
Look for an email from batikfanatic@gmail.com confirming receipt. 

Here’s a review of the basic details:  

 Dates: November 6 – 10 (4 nights) or 7 – 10 (3 nights) 
 Place: Incarnation Center, Ivoryton, CT 
 Cost: 3 nights $310, 4 nights $360, full payment needed by November 1. 

Questions? Email Tina Davies batikfanatic@gmail.com or Jean Williams quiltinjean@gmail.com  

From the Guild Librarian, Anne Dodge: 
A reminder that the Guild has $245.00 in donations made in memory of Elaine Barron. The Board voted to use those 
funds for the Guild Library.  I have some suggestions for items to purchase for the Library collection but need plenty 
more.  If you have a book, DVD, or quilting tool that you would like to see in the collection please let me know, Anne 
Dodge at annedodge71@gmail.com. 

I have ordered three new books for the collection which should be available at the September Guild meeting. They are: 

 Adventures in Paper Piecing and Design by Sarah Sharp, 2019 

 Victoria Findlay Wolfe’s Playing With Purpose by Victoria Findlay Wolfe, 2019 

 Quilter’s Negative Space Handbook: Step-by-Step Design Instruction and 8 Modern Projects  by Sylvia Schaefer, 
2019 

I also plan to order the following title: Quilts of Valor: A 50 State Salute by the Quilts of Valor Foundation, 2018 

 I have read reviews on a few brand-new books on Improv Quilting and will order 2 or 3 if there is any interest.  PLEASE, 
give me some feedback!! 
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SEE THE COLORS QUILT SHOP TRIP  

In case any venturesome souls are willing to make an early-morning trek to the starting point on the north side of 

Amherst, Mass., here is an invitation to join in on an October quilt bus trip with Hands Across the Valley Quilters. 

Signup deadline is the end of this month, Wednesday, July 31st. Prompt payment confirms your reservation.  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2019  

A bus trip to two of New Hampshire’s best quilt shops, Quilted Threads in Henniker and Pickering Farm in Richmond, 

has been arranged for Hands Across the Valley Quilt Guild members and friends (that’s you!) on Saturday, October 5, 

2019. Both shops have been featured in Better Homes and Gardens’ Quilt Sampler publication.  

We’ll leave promptly at 8 a.m. from Immanuel Lutheran Church parking lot, 869 North Pleasant St., Amherst, MA. Plan 

to arrive no later than 7:45 a.m. Carpooling is encouraged.  

Quilted Threads will be our first stop, with an approximate 10 a.m. arrival time. We plan on a 90-minute visit to browse 

and shop. Coffee, tea, water and “goodies” will be available. The shop is also offering 15% off regular priced 

merchandise, and books are sold every day at a 25% discount. Lunch will be at Sonny’s Main Street Restaurant in 

Henniker. They offer pizzas, grinders, salads, etc.  

Following lunch, we’ll travel to Pickering Farm in Richmond, anticipating arrival at 2 p.m. In addition to cotton quilting 

fabric, her shop offers a large selection of 100% wool for penny rugs, rug hooking and braiding. We anticipate 

returning to Amherst by 5:30 p.m.  

IMPORTANT DETAILS  

 The trip is limited to 35 people.  

 The fee is $45 per participant, covering the cost of the bus and driver’s tip.  

 Signup deadline is Wednesday, July 31, 2019.  

 Checks should be made payable to HAVQG, with “bus trip” in the memo line. Payment is due at time of signup.  

 

Contact Ruth Melega by email to book your spot. Put your check (marked Bus Trip) into the mail to her NOW, to 

confirm. rcmelega@gmail.com 12 Plaza Ave., Easthampton, MA 01027 

The guild offers 2 smaller groups (bees) designed for people to get together outside the guild meetings to share ideas, 
learn from each other, and socialize. The groups are independent of each other and each decide on the structure, 
location, and direction that the group would like. You do not need to attend every meeting to be a member. Bees are a 
great way to get to know others who share your passion. 

The Wednesday Morning Bee meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month, at St. Alban’s Church on Bushy Hill 

Road, Simsbury from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Bring your own hand project. Occasionally a group project or a challenge is 

done. Join us or contact Meg Lines for more information.  

The Monday Afternoon Bee meets on the 4th Monday of the month, 11 AM - 3 PM, at the Avon Congregational 

Church, 6 West Main St., Avon. There are large tables for sewing machines, cutting, and layout or smaller tables for 

hand sewing. Rotary cutters, rulers, irons and ironing boards are  available. Drop in or come regularly. Contact Susan 

Elliott, 860-658-0863 if you have any questions. Want to start your own group? Contact Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863. 

        Guild Bees 

mailto:malines7@comcast.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
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Tid Bits 

 Do you have something to show and tell at our next meeting? Get a jump start on completing the show and tell 
form. Click, print and complete the form prior to the meeting. Don’t forget it on the kitchen counter!  

 Bring a little sunshine! Cheer card or a sympathy card, contact Kathy Lettieri or any board member. 

 There is a $10.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners. Any guest who joins the guild 
that evening will not pay the guest fee. 

 If you are interested in the monthly treasurer's report, visit the guild website. Any questions, contact Lauren Elliott. 

If a member would like to advertise... 

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it 
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed. 

NEW! ACCUQUILT GO CUTTER. Excellent condition except for slight yellow sun discoloration on plastic outside. Original 
box. Includes Die: 55316 : Quarter square triangle 4 inch finished square  (39.99) and Die 55032: 3 12 inch ( finished 3 
inch) strip cutter with guidelines (89.99). Both dies are new. Does not include any mats. Selling due to upgrade to Go 
Big electric . $250.00  Firm. Will deliver locally. Lynn Veith lakesidequilting@gmail.com 860-990-0523. 08/19 

Quilts2Heal provides comfort and healing through quilts created for those who have suffered a loss, illness, or 

challenge in their lives. Our group meets at Sew Inspired at 8 Wilcox St. at various times throughout the year for sew 
days. So please join us or just drop in to say hi. Bring yourself or, come with your sewing machine and supplies. Many 
projects can be done from the comfort of your own sewing room. We are in need of long armers, we supply the top, 
back, batting, all you do is have the fun selecting the design and long arming.  We also take fabric donations (good 
quality 100% cotton) if you need a loving home for some of your stash. 

ALL ARE WELCOME: Contact 860.306.7000 Paula DeSilva, Founder; quilts2heal@comcast.net or Lynda Cook, 
blcook66@gmail.com or visit our website https:// www.quilts2heal.org/ includes up to date sew days. 

Quilters Needed 

The Sew Thankful Quilters who make Quilts of Valor at the Avon Congregational Church are prolific in producing 

quilts. We need help with Long Arm Quilting. It’s a wonderful opportunity to give time toward National Service, work 
on your long arm skills, and help get quilts in the hands of our many service men and women who need to know we 
appreciate their service. We leave the quilt design to you, but a simple overall pattern is perfect. We supply the batting 
and we will also do the trimming, binding, and all the other steps necessary to get the quilt finished. Call or email if 
you can help. Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863 (h), 860-748-1775 . 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec2347_ee8049867e1941a4bcc8749b952827ae.pdf
mailto:kbakerl@att.net?subject=Spread%20Sunshine%20FVQG
http://www.fvquilter.org/
mailto:lauren.c.elliott@gmail.com?subject=Questions%20on%20Treasurer%20Report%20FVQC
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
tel:860-658-0863
tel:860-748-1775
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President   Phyllis Small 

Vice President   Karen Kebinger 

Membership             Brenda Lisitano 

Secretary   Anne Dodge 

Treasurer   Katha Kerr 

Programs Committee  Jan Porri 

    Tina Davies 

    Ingrid Nelson 

    Judy Lackey 

    Gail Burk 

Newsletter Editor  Elizabeth Brochu 

Publicity Chair   Kitty Vangunten 

Social Programs Chair  Bernice Hovencamp 

Webmaster   Lisa Salvatore 

Quilt Show Chair  Maureen Hulsart 

2019—2020 Board Members 

ABC Quilts     Peggy Thomsen 

     Kathie Fallon 

Beekeeper     Susan Elliott 

Fabric Swap Box   Marilyn Webber 

Friendship Blocks   Linnea Amodio 

Hospitality     Donna Gosslelin 

     Lynn Veith 

     Marie Knapps 

Challenge 

Library     Anne Dodge 

     Lois Palmer 

     Kitty Vangunten 

Mystery Night 

Neo Natal Quilts   Debby Lovejoy 

     Alberta Culley 

Half Square Triangle Swap  Diane Francini 

     Judy Prohaska 

Photographer     Susan Gauvain 

Retreat – Fall     Jean Williams 

     Tina Davies 

Retreat – Spring   Christine Zepp 

2019–2020 Committees 


