
Hi Everyone,
I am still winding down from the Fall Retreat, where I got a 
few quilts finished and started some new ones. I hope to see 
many projects from the retreat at this month’s Show and Tell 
and give many thanks to Jean Williams and Tina Davies for 
their hard work in putting this wonderful activity together.
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There is an exciting new show opportunity for our members. 
FVQI, as a supporting guild of the New England Quilt 
Museum in Lowell, Mass, has the opportunity to enter one 
member’s quilt in their biennial Summer Celebration Show 
in 2021. We will be choosing our entry from the 2020 Sew 
Beautiful Quilt Show. 

Then the Viewers Choice Award from the NEQM 2021 Show 
will determine which supporting guild gets a guild exhibition 
the following fall at the NEQM (2022). Look for more 
information on quilt entry eligibility under the heading 
NEQM SHOW OPPORTUNITY 2021.

Happy Quilting,

This month’s speaker, 
Jennifer Watchorn, will 
be giving a lecture on 
“Organizing your 
Quilting Space.”  I am 
really looking forward to 
getting some great ideas 
from her.  I think many 
of us can benefit from 
her expertise, but it may 
take a miracle for me. 
Here is my “before” 
photo. Let’s see if there 
is any improvement next 
month.
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The quilt is twin size and beautiful.   
Thank you to Barbara Aubin and her 
team for designing and putting the 
quilt together,  Vivian Lazich from Sew 
Inspired for volunteering to quilt our 
raffle quilt and Paula DeSilva for 
volunteering to sew on the binding.

Sew Beautiful!
Quilt Show Dates, Saturday, September 26th, 2020

Sunday, September 27th, 2020
Show Chair – Maureen Hulsart

Our show plans are coming along.    In the event you couldn’t make it to last month’s 
Guild meeting, here is a photo of our raffle quilt we are calling Scrappy Log Cabin.

Bookmarks for advertising have been ordered and I hope to have them by the Nov. Guild 
Meeting.  Please take a few and share with your friends. 

The Show Committee still has a few openings we would like to fill.   We need someone to 
volunteer to handle decorations.   That job entails identifying a place to purchase plants, 
developing a list of guild member’s names who wish to purchase a mum plant; purchasing 
about 45 plants and then delivering them to the show Friday evening when everything is set-up.

We also need someone to volunteer to post lawn directional and parking signs throughout the 
campus on Saturday morning before the show and collecting them Sunday afternoon after the 
show. 

It takes many hands to have a successful quilt show, so I hope everyone does their part.   Look 
over the list of Raffle Baskets and see what you can do to contribute to a basket or consider 
signing-up for a basket with a friend.   It would be great if everyone makes and displays a quilt; 
sells their raffle tickets or purchases their raffle ticket packets; and signs up to volunteer at the 
show.   The Quilt Show Committee is working towards having a successful and profitable 2020 
Quilt Show with your help.    

Quilt Show



3

RAFFLE BASKET FAQ
Raffle Basket Coordinators

Maureen Egan & Lynn Veith

Q. Who can take-on a basket?  

A.   Any guild member can adopt a basket however it easier if you work with a partner or 
two.   One person should be identified as the contact person, but with 2-3 ladies looking for 
items to fill a basket, it makes it easier.   

Q What should be included in the basket?

A. At least one quilted item, then anything that you would like to add.   The theme of the 
basket will suggest ideas.

Q Do I have buy all the items to fill the basket?

A  Not at all but much of what will go in the basket should come from you and your team.    
For example, if you select and name a basket “SEW ITALIAN”, then you and/or your group 
can purchase, pasta types, some olive oil, some olives, a jar of cheese, maybe some wine 
glasses from the dollar store, perhaps some wooden utensils and your quilted item could be 
an Italian themed table runner or place mats.   (No Alcohol allowed – restricted by our raffle 
permit).   At each meeting, Guild members will donate items that fit the themes of the 
baskets, i.e., red, white and green fabric, fabric with Italian words, etc. 

Q Where does the basket itself come from?

A. Sometimes Guild members donate baskets for this purpose.  The word "basket" can also 
be interpreted very loosely, and many creative containers have shown up as containers;, 
coolers, sewing totes, large plastic bins, etc.   If you don’t have a basket or appropriate 
container, contact the Basket Coordinators and they can announce the need for containers 
at a guild meeting and most often, members find something to donate to you. 

Q Then what is my job?

A.  (1) Collect the items that you and your team have purchased or items that are brought 
to the meetings and donated by other guild members for your basket.
(2) Just prior to the show, we will arrange a "wrap day" - date TBA!   Bring your basket and 
contents, (we will arrange refreshments and beverages).   Your basket contents will be 
inventoried so we can develop a list of everything in your basket  and pin it on your basket 
so visitors will know exactly what they hope to win with their raffle tickets.   Then the 
basket will be wrapped in cellophane and topped with a beautiful bow.  We will help with 
that. 
(3) Take the wrapped basket home and bring it on Friday during set-up at the show 
location.
(4) Admire your beautiful basket on display!  Visitors throughout the weekend will take 

chances on your basket, and it will be a great fundraiser for our Guild.

Raffle Baskets



November 20, 2019 - Jennifer Watchorn 
Lecture: Organizing your Quilting Space 
Jennifer is excited to share different ways to organize your quilting space. An 
organized space allows you to concentrate on your quilting, without being 
distracted by disarray. Your will learn to organize you fabrics, your room and 
your supplied; and keep the fabrics you buy for a project together. Sounds 
like a great evening. 

December 11, 2019 - Guild Social - see page 5 for details.

January 15, 2020 – Members teaching members 

February 19, 2020 – Service meeting 

March 18, 2020 – EdJohnetta Miller 
Lecture: Trunk Show - One of Hartford’s most beloved treasures, EdJohnetta
Miller, will bring examples of her vibrant quilts that have been exhibited 
across this country and in many foreign countries. 

April 17 & 18, 2020 Elizabeth Sylvan
Lecture: Trunk Show - Elizabeth’s love of the out of doors has given her 
inspiration for her quilts. She uses a collage 
technique to produce quilts that reflect her love of nature’s universal 
symbols. 
Workshop: Flower Collage

May 20 & 21, 2020 Timna Tarr
Lecture: Trunk Show and talk on her quilt journey 
Workshop: Stitched Mosaics – Timna will teach us the technique that she 
uses for her animal quilts. 

Programs and Workshops
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Socials
December Social - Wednesday, December 11th, 2019  
Please note this change on your calendar.   

Our December meeting/social will take place at Eno Memorial Hall in Simsbury at 7:00 p.m. 
on December 11th, the SECOND Wednesday of the month (not our usual third Wednesday).    

As mentioned in our prior newsletter, the FVQ Board has decided that the potluck should 
include “finger food” items, such as assorted fruit platters, cheese and cracker platters, 
veggie platters, other hors d’oeuvre appetizer items, and desserts.  The FVQ guild will be 
supplying the beverages, cups, utensils, napkins and plates, etc.  

I will be passing a sign-up sheet for the potluck at our November meeting.  Please take a 
minute now to think about what you might want to bring in order to keep the sign-up sheet 
moving along.  Perhaps 2 or 3 members could share the cost of a veggie, cheese or fruit 
platter for a “no muss -- no fuss” choice.  Also, don’t forget to put a piece of masking tape 
with your name on it on the bottom of your dish for ease of identification in case it is left 
behind.

If there is anyone who would like to volunteer to help in the setup of the tables prior to the 
meeting, I would appreciate it if you let me know.  Thanks - Bernice
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ABC Quilts

Neonatal Quilts

Thank you to everyone who picked up kits at the September and October guild meetings 
to make Wonky Log Cabin blocks for this year’s ABC quilts. If you have not yet returned 
your blocks, they are due at the November guild meeting. Peggy won’t be there this 
month but Kathie will be there to collect them. Thanks for all the support and we can’t 
wait to see them all come together in this year’s quilts. - Peggy & Kathie

Thank you, Farmington Valley Quilters, for your ongoing 
contribution of quilts created for babies starting off life with an 
extended stay at the UConn Neonatal ICU. Thinking like a 
happy quilter, perhaps you too will find making one of these 
small quilts a stress-free outlet as winter holidays approach. 
Here’s hoping Farmington Valley maintains the open-hearted 
giving we started this year off with! How about trying to make 
one single block into a quilt? You can find the pattern for this 
40”x40” Ohio Star baby quilt online at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B84-
9qxKZITObXhjam1nd0FvUU0/view ~ just one simple example.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B84-9qxKZITObXhjam1nd0FvUU0/view


Half Square Triangle Swap

Friendship Block

Detailed instructions, rules and pictures are on the website.  

Diane Francini , popinct@comcast.net,
Judy Prohaska, jpro4@prodigy.net

January 2020 – Tea Cup
March 2020 – Oh Susannah!
May 2020 – Chicken
See Website for details and directions or contact Linnea Amodio.
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Show and Tell for October

October 2019

Jan Baker- Japanese garden Quilt
Debbie Crosset- Christmas stockings - Rail fence dolls Quilt.
Kathie Fallon - Neo natal quilt - Great Grandson Quilt. Due in January.
Karen Kebinger - Houses Quilt - Kaffe Fassett quilted coat and tunic
Kathi Maglia - Colorado Blue jay Quilt.
Ingrid Nelson - Giraffes in a row Quilt.- 2 Halloween bags.
Peggy Thompson - Drive me batty table runner - I love dirty water, map Quilt.- Mondo bag.
Jean Williams - Ruffles Quilt
Margaret Dooley-Duncan- 2 Hawaiian shirt memory quilts - Hexagon Christmas tree skirt.
Also shown a number or recently donated Neo natal quilts.

Spring Retreat 2020 will be in March.

Fall Retreat 2020 is scheduled for Wed, Nov 4 - Sun, Nov 8. A 4 night/3 night option will be 
available.
Thanks to all of you who made our just-finished retreat productive and successful (though 
hardly uneventful). 20 quilters made progress on, or completed, numerous tops, table 
runners, wall hangings, bags, and gnomes.

Retreats

mailto:popinct@comcast.net
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As supporting members of the New England Quilt Museum (NEQM) in Lowell, MA, the 
Farmington Valley Quilt Guild is entitled to select one quilt to display in the Museum’s 
Biennial Summer Celebration exhibit 2021. Our Quilt Show Committee voted to support this 
exhibit as a way to promote our guild and the quilting skills of our members.
Our Guild Board and our Quilt Show Committee together will choose one quilt to be 
exhibited at the NEQM and one runner-up from our Sew Beautiful Quilt Show 2020. There 
will be a box to check on our registration form if you wish your quilt to be considered for this 
competition. Please note that the quilt must be available from May, 2021, through 
September, 2021.

The criteria set by the NEQM and FVQI are as follows:

1.Entries must consist of 2 layers of fabric with a middle layer of batting. It must display 
quilting by machine and/or hand. Quilting is defined as a running stitch that passes through 
top, batting and backing. Tied quilts are not permitted. 

2. No entries accepted made prior to 2018. No kits please. If not an original design, source 
of pattern must be supplied.

3.Quilts should be no larger than 80” wide by 88” long, and no smaller than 24” wide by 24” 
long. Quilts will be hung as space permits.

4. NEQM reserves the right, for whatever reason, to reject any quilt submitted.

5. All quilts, regardless of size, must have a 4” hanging sleeve sewn to the upper back of 
the quilt.

6. Information for a special label for the back of the quilt will be given to the winners at a 
later date (basically title, guild name, quilt maker’s name, address, & phone number).

7. The quilt must be available from end of May (for photos) until the end of September, 
2021.

8. No quilt may be withdrawn prior to the close of the exhibition in September, 2021.

A second opportunity will then be available to our guild. During the 2021 Summer 
Celebration Show at the NEQM, visitors to the museum will vote for their favorite quilt. This 
Viewer’s Choice Award will determine which guild will have the ability to display several 
quilts at the NEQM in their own show the following fall. Should your quilt win the 2021 
Viewer’s Choice Award, our Guild will have the chance to have our own FVQ Guild Show at 
the NEQM in the fall of 2022. This is a wonderful opportunity for us, and we encourage you 
to participate. The museum has free admission during The Summer Celebration Show, so 
you are encouraged to see the show, and vote for your favorite quilt.

If you  have any questions or reservations about entering, just get in touch with Phyllis 
Small (phyl@phyllissmall.com) or Maureen Hulsart (musiconthestreet@comcast.net).

NEQM SHOW OPPORTUNITY 2021

mailto:phyl@phyllissmall.com
mailto:musiconthestreet@comcast.net


Advertisements
If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to 
quilting/sewing, advertise it here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six 
months; after which it will be removed. 

NEW! ACCUQUILT GO CUTTER. Excellent condition except for slight yellow sun 
discoloration on plastic outside. Original box. Includes Die: 55316 : Quarter square 
triangle 4 inch finished square (39.99) and Die 55032: 3 12 inch ( finished 3 inch) strip 
cutter with guidelines (89.99). Both dies are new. Does not include any mats. Selling due 
to upgrade to Go Big electric . $250.00 Firm. Will deliver locally. Lynn Veith
lakesidequilting@gmail.com 860-990-0523. 08/19 

1.Quilts2Heal provides comfort and healing through quilts created for those who have 
suffered a loss, illness, or challenge in their lives. Sew days scheduled at Sew Inspired, 
Simsbury for the fall are: Fri. 10/18, Tues. 10/29, Tues. 11/13, Tues. 11/26, Tues. 12/3 
and Tues. 12/17 all from 10a.m.- 4p.m. Please join us or just drop in to say hi. Bring just 
yourself or come with your sewing machine and supplies. 
2.ALL ARE WELCOME: For more information contact Paula DeSilva, Founder; 
quilts2heal@comcast.net 860-306-7000 or Lynda Cook, blcook66@gmail.com or visit our 
website https:// www.quilts2heal.org/ 
3.Join us for our annual fundraiser at Flatbreads in Canton Oct. 22 from 5-9p.m. Proceeds 
of sales benefit Quilts2Heal along with fun auction items.

Quilters Needed
The Sew Thankful Quilters who make Quilts of Valor at the Avon Congregational 
Church are prolific in producing quilts. We need help with Long Arm Quilting. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to give time toward National Service, work on your long arm 
skills, and help get quilts in the hands of our many service men and women who need 
to know we appreciate their service. We leave the quilt design to you, but a simple 
overall pattern is perfect. We supply the batting and we will also do the trimming, 
binding, and all the other steps necessary to get the quilt finished. Call or email if you 
can help. Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863 (h), 860-748-1775 . 
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Quilting Bees
Wednesday Morning Bee meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month, at St. Alban’s 
Church on Bushy Hill Road, Simsbury from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Bring your own hand 
project. Occasionally a group project or a challenge is done. Contact Meg Lines at 
malines7@comcast.net for more information. 

mailto:malines7@comcast.net


Meetings

NEXT MEETINGS: 
November 20th
December 11th – Note the date change

Guest Fee
There is a $10.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with paid speakers or dinners.  Any guest 
who joins the guild that night will not have to pay the guest fee.

Show and Tell
Get a jump on completing the Show and Tell form.  Look for the  Form on the Website under 
Members only.

Treasurer’s Report
If you are interested in the monthly treasurer's report, visit the guild website. 

Typically 3rd Wed. of the month at 7pm, at ENO Memorial Hall, Hopmeadow St., Simsbury
FVQI Board meetings are scheduled for the 1st Wed. of the month and are open to all 
members 
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WAG (Women Against the Grain) 
Presenting a show entitled “People, Places and Things” at the Simsbury Public Library in 
their community room from November 4th through November 26, 2019. 

Quilt Shows in the Area

Pieces of Time Quilt Show 
Presented by Pioneer Valley Quilters Guild 
Saturday, May 2nd, 2020, 10-5 Sunday, May 3rd, 2020, 10-4 
Elks Lodge #61, 440 Tiffany St., Springfield, MA 
www.pvquilt.org

First Congregational Church of Haddam Annual 
Yuletide Quilt Show
Dec 7 @ 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
December 7-8, 2019 Over 150 quilts will be on 
display, ranging from antique heirlooms to 
modern day creations. 
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Membership
To date we have 101 active (paid) members. I have reached out to all of the members who 
have not renewed and a number of them have moved out of state. If anyone would like to 
invite their friends to become members they can send their Membership dues ($25) to:

FVQI
PO Box 172
Weatogue CT 06089 

Website: Fvquilters.org
Facebook: Farmington Valley Quilters
Instagram:@farmvalquilters

FVQI is now on Instagram
Follow us: @farmvalquilters
Any photos you want posted? 
Email Lisa Salvatore at:fvquilter@gmail.com

Post Photos to Instagram
Bring a little sunshine! Cheer card or a 
sympathy card, contact Kathy Lettieri at  
kbakerl@att.net or any board member. 

Sunshine
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