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Inside this issue: 

Spring is in the air ladies, I saw several robins out in the yard last week while 

packing the car for our Spring Retreat.  I know my spring bulbs have been up 

for at least a month, my daffodils are about 10” tall already, yay Spring!!   

I’m writing this President’s letter the “morning after” our annual Spring Quilt 

Retreat which was held for the first time this year at the Incarnation Center in 

Ivoryton, CT.  I would like to thank Caroline Berman for a great job organizing 

our retreat in this new location.  I know I had an awesome time & got a lot 

accomplished, as did so many of you who were there.  The food was sooo 

delicious, we all wanted to bring the chef home with us.  I can’t wait for 

everyone to share their accomplishments at future guild meetings. 

We are asking for your help to fill the following board positions for the 2012-

2013 guild year, so please let us know if you are able to fill a position.  If there 

is a position you’d like to have but have some questions about it, please talk to 

the  current board member in that position.  We need to fill all the positions to 

keep the guild going, so please consider taking one on, it’s a great way to get to 

know so many of the awesome ladies we have in this quilt guild.   

We need the following positions filled:  2 – 2
nd

 VP’s for Programs (Phyllis will 

help out for a bit), Secretary, Treasurer & Quilt Show Chair (this will be for the 

Fall 2014 Show, we will have UHart booked for it).  There is a form for you to 

fill out in this newsletter and we’ll have them available at the sign-in table at the 

meeting too, so please think about taking on an office with a friend.  

We also need some help with: Hospitality-2, Socials-2 & Programs 2-3. 

I’m really looking forward to our speaker this month, Karen Loprete!  Be sure to 

read through the Programs info for more on this great quilter from Shelton.  

Next month we have Gwen Marston so don’t miss either one on these!   

Please make sure you read through the entire newsletter every month as there is 

always lots of great information in there and you want to be able to take 

advantage of all the great stuff the guild has to offer!   

Happy Quilting, Debbie! 

Snippets 

http://www.fvqi.org
C:/Users/Caitlin/Documents/Christine/FVQI/October 2011.pub
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Future Programs 
 

April 18, 2012--Gwen Marston, a professional quiltmaker, teacher and author, famous                     

for her innovative liberated quilting technique, will lecture on Abstract Quilts in Solids,                

using her new abstract quilts as examples.  She will show how she is continuing from the impressive 

history and tradition of Amish quilts.   

http://gwenmarston.com 

May 16, 2012—Karen Griska, a quilter from the age of 13, who wrote the book, “Quilts form the 

Selvage Edge”, will bring us her trunk show. 

www.selvageblog.blogspot.com www.etsy.com/shop/karengriskaquilts www.empirebom.blogspot.com  

March 2012 

This Month’s Meeting 

Wednesday, March 21st, 6:45 pm Eno Hall, Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury 

Tonight Karen Loprete, an art quilter coming from a background in graphic design and illustration, 

will have a trunk show of her colorful and creative art quilts. 

Karen graduated from the High School of Art and Design in New York City, where she concentrated 

on fashion design and photography.  She earned her BFA in graphic design from Syracuse University 

and later her MS in Art Education from Queens College. 

For years Karen had a career as a graphic designer and illustrator in New York City.  Now she is free 

to meld together her passions for stitching with her love of color and create what is uniquely art by 

Karen Loprete. 

www.karenloprete.com 

Upcoming Workshops 
March 22, 2012----Karen Loprete - Scrap Happy--- www.karenloprete.com 

Create something new, use what you have already learned from your own work,  

continue experimenting, and HAVE FUN.  Karen will be teaching her “Round the  

Bend” method of sewing 1 inch wide fabric strips sewn into a circular shape. 

 

April 19, 2012----Gwen Marston - Small Studies 

This class is built on the idea of exploring abstract design by making small studies.  Just  

as painters use sketches to explore possibilities, fabric sketches are for working things out;  

for learning new techniques, exploring color and composition. They are your ticket to  

play, and to develop your own aesthetics in a safe, worry free space. Making sketches  

is like taking a crash course in design.  

http://gwenmarston.com 

http://gwenmarston.com/
http://www.selvageblog.blogspot.com
http://www.etsy.com/shop/karengriskaquilts
http://www.empirebom.blogspot.com
http://www.karenloprete.com/
http://www.karenloprete.com/
http://gwenmarston.com/
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 The Farmington Valley Quilters’ Mystery Night will be at 3:00 pm Friday, April 13 at the Apple 

Barn in Simsbury, CT.  There will be a $5 charge, and participants are asked to bring food for a pot 

luck supper.  Sign-ups will continue at the next member’s meeting. 

 If you are new to our guild and have not yet been to a Mystery Night, this is your chance to have 

a great time.  You will be given a list of items to bring (fabric, sewing machine, etc.) and some 

preparation work.  Then, at the Apple Barn, clues (instructions) will be given out one at time.  You 

will cut and then sew the pieces as instructed, and before you leave you should have a beautiful quilt 

top that is about 24 inches square.  If you are a fast sewer, you might finish the entire quilt, or you 

might make extra blocks for a bigger quilt. 

 The formal instructions for our mini-quilt will not include a fabric exchange. However, the pattern 

we are using is a perfect application for scraps.  So please bring some extra scraps with you to trade or 

give away so other quilters can use your scraps as accents in their quilts (and you can use theirs). Who 

knows, when the quilt wins a ribbon at the next quilt show, it may be your scrap that caught the 

voter’s eye. 

 The quilt we are making positions four completed blocks in a particular way.  You, however, will 

be encouraged to put your own mark on that arrangement. When you finish the four blocks you may 

reference pictures of/instructions for many different quilts that use our blocks as a basis – or just figure 

out your own design. Bring some extra fabric or embellishments if you like experimenting and/or 

want to enlarge your quilt. We might end up with 24 different quilts. 

 As stated above, there will be a pot luck supper.  Some suggested contributions are sandwiches, 

salads, crock pot creations, chips, cheese and crackers, soup, beverages, deserts or your own specialty. 

Plates, cups, plastic utensils and napkins will be provided.  If you need a special serving spoon please 

bring it with you. 

 We will need at least 5 irons and ironing boards with long extension cords.  If you can bring one, 

let Meg Lines know. 

 Directions to the Apple Barn, instructions for pre-work and a list of items to bring will be sent by e

-mail.  If a member would prefer use of regular mail, please let us know.  If you have any questions or 

want to sign up contact Meg Lines at malines7@comcast.net or at 860 242-1850. 

Mystery Night Quilt 

mailto:malines7@comcast.net
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From Our 1st Vice President:  

Everyone should have received the updated membership list last month, if you did not receive it 

please let Caroline Berman know at the sign-in desk as the information she has may be incorrect.  Also 

be sure to notify Caroline of any changes.  We do appreciate your patience in getting this list together 

& if there are things that are missing, please let Caroline know nicely. 

Membership News 

In other Membership News:   

Effective August 1, 2011 if you do not wear your FVQ Name Tag (the sticky nametags supplied at 

the meetings do not count) you will no longer receive a door prize ticket for that meeting.   

March 

3/01 - Lynda Cook 

3/05 - Lori Yount 

3/10 - Ann LaRosa 

3/25 - Lisa Salvatore 

April 

4/03 - Lisa Bermel 

4/03 - Glenda Martin 

4/07 - Elaine Reimer 

4/14 - Susan Elliott 

4/14 - Denise Johnston 

4/16 - Susan Moore 

4/17 - Caroline Berman 

 

4/19 - Lorna Knudsen 

4/24 - Jan Ashe 

4/24 - Judy Prohaska 

4/26 - Jean Williams 

4/28 - Susan Raggo 

4/28 - Christine Zepp 

 

The June challenge is "Sunshine and Shadow".  The challenge is to do something with the phrase 

"Sunshine and Shadow".  The link below has one example of the traditional block Sunshine and 

Shadow which may be a source of inspiration.  There are other examples of the block that you might 

find on the internet or in other sources including Barbara Brackman's Encyclopedia of Pieced Quilt 

Patterns.  YOU DO NOT HAVE TO USE A BLOCK PATTERN. You may interpret the theme as a 

picture which has sunshine and shadow in it.  As sunshine and shadow may represent a positive/

negative, you are free to go with that interpretation also.  The challenge piece may be pieced, 

appliqued or any technique you want to use and may be of any size, but must be finished, quilted 

and bound.  Have fun.  Any questions:  Judy Ross 860-674-9521 or judygym @comcast.net or 

Aurelle Locke 860-653-9414 or alocke61164@sbcglobal.net. 

http://www.sewquilty.com/History/0312.html 

June Challenge 

Birthday’s: 



 

 We are looking for one or two people to step up and agree to Chair or Co-Chair our 2014 

Quilt Show.  Why not do it with your best buddy from the guild, you can make it girls night out 

when you start your meetings.  You will have extensive information to guide you from our 2011 

Show & Committee Chairs who worked very hard to come up with comprehensive information for 

everyone involved.  We will be booking the University of Hartford for our 2014 Show, so that part 

will be taken care of already. 

 Please consider doing this as this is our one & only fundraiser for the guild and it funds all our 

great lectures & workshops and keeps those workshop prices at $35 for the guild, which is a steal 

when you look into taking classes elsewhere from these awesome teachers. 

Quilt Show 
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Community Service 
 

Guest Policy 
There will be a $5.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners.   

Guest who join the guild that evening do not have to pay the guest fee. 

Sunshine 
Don’t forget Sally always wants to know if anyone needs a cheer card or a sympathy card .  

You can contact Sally Sargent Markey (653-3224) or any board member.  Sally’s new email is :  

sallyspaints@yahoo.com.  

mailto:sallyspaints@yahoo.com
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Nominating Form 

FVQG Exec Board and  

Committee Interest Indicator 
If you are interested in being considered for an open executive board position or are 
interested in getting involved on a committee when needed, please indicate your 
interest below. For more information about open positions, elections and committee 
involvement, please contact Debbie D’Angelo. 

EXEC BOARD POSITIONS 

Yes, I am interested in being considered for the following: 

 President 

 First Vice President 

 Second Vice President 

 Secretary  

 Treasurer 

 Newsletter Editor 

 Publicity  

 Quilt Show Chair 

 

COMMITTEES 

Yes, I’d be interested in getting involved with the following committee if needed: 

 Service projects (i.e. ABC quilts, Neo-Natal) 

 Hospitality-greets members at sign-in, assists 1st VP at monthly meetings 

 Socials-plans & organizes the Fall Retreat, December & June Socials 

 Quilt Show-committee chair, committee member or volunteer during show 

 Membership Activities (i.e. Bee Keeper, Friendship Blocks, June Challenge, 
Fabric Swap Box, Library) 

 

 Name         
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Friendship Block 

 

Annie’s Choice 

 

Friendship Block  - Drawing in March 

 

Here is another great block on the Quilter’s Cache web site.  Click on the link below and it will take 

you right to the Annie’s Choice block instructions.  I will also have the instructions in printed form at 

the meetings.   

 

This makes a 12 inch square. Use 2 colors one light and one dark. 

      

 
 

http://www.quilterscache.com/A/AnniesChoiceBlock.html    Click on this link for the instructions  

 

Questions? Call Sue Greene (860-675-8326).  Remember  for help with ANY quilting project logon to 

our website www.fvqi.org , then click on Member’s Helping Members  for list of skilled members 

who can help you.  

 

 

http://www.quilterscache.com/A/AnniesChoiceBlock.html
http://www.fvqi.org
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Service:  The Quilted Basket offers standard & custom hand guided machine quilting services for all 

your quilting needs.  I carry Quilters Dream battings & 108” Sew Batik wide backings.  Most standard 

quilts are returned to you within a week, custom quilting takes a bit longer.  www.quiltedbasket.com 

or call Debbie D’Angelo at 860-621-5596 or e-mail quiltedbasket@cox.net.  Brochures are at the 

information table at all our meetings. 

Member Classifieds  

This is a new feature to the Newsletter.  If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell 

or buy something related to quilting/sewing, you can now advertise it here.  Your advertisement will 

be kept in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed unless told otherwise. 

http://www.quiltedbasket.com
mailto:quiltedbasket@cox.net


For a national and international calendar of quilt events go to the Studio Art Quilt Association website:  

www.saqa.com  

April 12 - 14, 2012 

MQX East 

Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence 

www.mqxshow.org  

April 21 & 22, 2012 

Narragansett Bay Quilter’s Association 

“Garden of Quilts” 

North Kingstown High School 

150 Fairway Drive, North Kingstown, RI 

Sat:  10am - 5pm             Sun:  10am - 4pm 

www.nbquilts.org  

Farmington Valley Quilters Newsletter   Page 9 

March 2012 

Other Quilt Shows Quilt Shows & Events 

April 12—14, 2012 

Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 

DCU Center 

50 Foster Street, Worcester, MA 

www.sewingexpo.com   

April 21 & 22, 2012 

The Quilter’s Guild of Brooklyn, NY 

“Block By Block” 

 www.quiltbrooklyn.org  

May 19 & 20, 2012 

Warwick Valley Quilters’ Guild 

30th Anniversary Stars of the Valley Quilt Show 

Sanfordville Elementary School 

144 Sanfordville Road, Warwick, NY 

www.wvqg.org  

June 29 - July 1, 2012 

Vermont Quilt Festival 

St. Michael’s College, Colchester, VT 

www.vqg.org  

2012 Exhibitions at the  

New England Quilt Museum 

18 Shattuck Street, Lowell, MA 

www.nequiltmuseum.org  

Dedicated Quilting Weekend Retreat on Cape Cod 

Shoreway Acres Inn, Falmouth, MA 

DQWCapeCod@gmail.com  

July 12 - October 14, 2012 

Back Stitch; A 25-Year Retrospective  

Of Advances & Milestones in Quiltmaking 

October 12 - December 29, 2012 

Great Quilts, Great Stories 

September 17 - 23, 2012 

“Things With Wings” 

A week long quilting event.  

New England Air Museum, Windsor Locks, CT 

10:00am - 5:00pm daily 

Guest Lecturers:  Marie Bostwick Sept 22nd and    

Sue Reich Sept 23 

For more information or to enter a quilt; contact 

Jackie Kunkel at:  jackie@cvquiltworks.com 

http://www.wvqg.org
http://www.nbquilts.org
http://www.sewingexpo.com
http://www.quiltbrooklyn.org
http://www.wvqg.org
http://www.wvqg.org
http://www.nequiltmuseum.org
mailto:DQWCapeCod@gmail.com


President     Debbie D’Angelo 

First Vice President   Sherry Shoblom 

Second Vice President   Phyllis Small (2nd year) 

Second Vice President   Diane Popko (1st year) 

Treasurer     Linda Huppelsberg 

Secretary     Chris Snieckus 

Publicity & Friendship Blocks Sue Greene 

Newsletter Editor   Christine Zepp 

Quilt Show Chair    Karen Hines  
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2011—2012 

FVQI Board Members 

ABC Quilts     Sue Trimble 

      Anne Baldis 

      Betty Warner 

      Diane Calkin 

      Glenda Martin 

Bee Keeper     Jane Hadley 

Fabric Swap Box    Sue Elliott 

Friendship Blocks   Sue Greene 

Hospitality     Laurie Rio & Caroline Berman 

June Challenge    Aurelle Locke & Judy Ross 

Library     Anne Dodge  

      Lois Palmer 

      Lynn Emery 

      Lisa Oliver 

Mystery Night    Meg Lines 

Neo Natal Quilts    Dot Witter & Lorna Knudsen 

Retreat—Fall    Lauren Elliott & Katie Vincent 

Retreat—Spring    Caroline Berman 

Socials     Lauren Elliott & Kate Vincent 

Webmaster     Laurie Rio 

2011—2012 

Committees 



Farmington Valley Quilters, Inc. 

P O Box 172 

Weatogue, CT 06089 

Meetings typically held at  

Eno Memorial Hall  

Hopmeadow Street  

Simsbury, CT 

For more information  

go to 

www.fvqi.org 
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