
        

       NEWSLETTER  
       May 2019 
        

       

Hi Everyone. 

With sun shine and warmer weather I am trying to spend lots of outdoor 

time. I haven’t yet set up my sewing machine outdoors so I can enjoy two 

things at once. 

The Guild is as busy as ever with a fun program with Marge Tucker. Marge 

will lead us through her quilting journey. She is also doing a great workshop 

on “Quilting with your Walking Foot.” Always so much to learn. 

Hang-A-Quilt Days is June 22 (rain date June 23). We have distributed about 

4,000 rack cards to stores and guilds throughout the state. We are contacting 

the Governor, CT Tourism, newspapers, radio stations, TV stations, and 

museums hoping to get some great publicity. We have had many positive 

comments and everyone seems to want to join our fun. If you need any cards 

to distribute to sewing or other group or to post in public spaces, just see me. 

Let’s make it the LARGEST  OUTDOOR  QUILT  SHOW  EVER!!!   

This month we will be voting on our revised By-Laws. Anne Dodge, Caroline 

Berman, myself, and the Board have worked many, many hours on revising 

the by-laws to make them easier to follow and align with the guild’s practices. 

Just remember they are a living document and will need revisions from time 

to time. 

We will also be voting on our new slate for the Board. Thank you to all who 

have committed to serving. We have many new members who have stepped 

up. Remember it is often what you put in, determines what you get out.   

Keep Sewing and enjoy life! 

 

  Susan Elliott 

From the President 

 Meetings begin 7pm, typically at ENO Memorial Hall, Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT 

 FVQI Board meetings are scheduled for the 1st Wed. of every month and are  

open to all members  

 Mailing Address: FVQG, P.O. Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089 

 Visit us online at www.fvquilter.org  
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Membership News 

2019 Meeting Schedule    
May  15     June  19 
 
FVQ June Social 
Our June social will be held at Eno Memorial Hall on 
Wednesday, June 19th. The meeting starts at 6:00 
p.m.; dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Come and enjoy 
dinner and dessert with your fellow guild members.  

Quilt Show News 

2020 Show Themes Still Need Ideas! 

We are still looking for options for our next quilt 

show.   If you have any ideas, please call me at  

860-242-2635. 

     The past two show themes were:  

    We the Quilters and Color My World 

All ideas are appreciated! 

The 2019 June Challenge is to create a self-portrait. As with past challenges it needs to be a completed quilt, any size. I 
am picturing 8” x 12” but it’s up to you. Check out images for self-portrait quilts on line for some inspiration. I am 
hoping we have good participation and can do some kind of contest to guess who belongs to each portrait. If you any 
questions, contact Diane Calkin at dlcalkin@gmail.com. 

June Challenge 

FALL: A little more information on our Fall 2019 Retreat… you already know the dates: November 6 – 10 (or 7 – 10, if 
that’s your preference). We’ve learned the Incarnation Center is increasing its prices a bit, so the three-night, nine-
meal retreat now costs $310. If you come on Wednesday, that extra night (without meals) adds $50, for a total of 
$360.  

This is a $25 increase for the long weekend… roughly 2 yards of fabric. Compared to other retreats we see publicized, 
it’s still quite reasonable.   - Jean and Tina  

SPRING: Hold the dates—March 11—15, 2020. More information to follow.  

Retreats 2019-2020 

Lost Quilt Racks  

We are looking for the Guild's Quilt Racks. One has been 
missing for a few years. The other is newer. Would you all look 
in your basements or garages and see if you were storing it for 
us. It should be in a long black bag. Please contact Susan Elliott, 
860-658-0863 or shselliott@sbcglobal.net if you find it. Thanks. 

Get Well Soon! 

Anne Dodge had a fall and broke bones in her 
neck.  She has had surgery and will be transferred 
to a rehab facility in Canaan. Cards and notes can be 
sent to her home address, 44 Warner Rd, 
Barkhamsted, CT  06063 and her husband will take 
them to her.  Chris Sneickus her, neighbor is 
coordinating any help they may need. Please 
contact her if you wish to help.  Her email 
is snieckusut@gmail.com.  Our best wishes are with 
Anne for a speedy and full recovery. 

Sad News:  One of our prior members, Lorna 
Knudsen, passed away a few weeks ago after a bout 
with cancer.  For those who might like to send her 
husband a note, his name and address is: 

     Howard Knudsen, 520 Eastern Isle Ave 
     Summerville, SC  29486 

Lost & Found 

mailto:dlcalkin@gmail.com
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Summer Sew-in Days! 

MARGE TUCKER 

May 15 Marge will tell us about her quilting journey, 
from her first quilt to becoming a fiber artist. She'll 
discuss her inspirations for quilt design and how quilting 
has changed her life. Marge will also lead a workshop, 
"Modern Quilting with Your Walking Foot".   

Workshop at ENO  

DAVID SIROTA 

September 18 & 19, 2019   

David will provide a lecture on "What Makes a Quilter 
Tick". Then, join us on Thursday for his workshop, "No 
More Tear" method of piecing.   

“What Makes a Quilter Tick?” – A humorous look in the 
mirror. 

Join David for a fun-filled, interactive, eye-opening look at 
quilters and the little quirks, passions and obsessions we 
all share. We’ll hold a mirror up to ourselves and see 
what others see when they look at us.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to spend an entertaining evening with one of 
NH’s most talented and humorous quilters/teachers.  

David has spent the past 14 years looking for the quickest 
and easiest way to complete a paper-pieced quilt, short 
of just buying one!  

Future Programs and  

Associated Workshops 

July and August 

These meetings will NOT be on Tuesdays like they have 
been in the past. They will take place on Wednesday, July 
17th and Wednesday, August 21st and will be held from 9 
AM to 5 PM. There will be NO evening hours.  

Mark your calendars accordingly. 

Both sew-in days will be held at the Avon Congregational 
Church, 6 West Main Street, Avon – at the intersection of 
Rtes. 10 & 202 at Rte. 44. There is ample parking in the 
back of the church. 

Susan Elliott, who oversees the Quilts of Valor group that 
meets, there has offered the use of the irons, ironing 
boards, cutting tools and mats stored there. There are 
plenty of chairs, tables and electrical outlets, although 
you might want to bring an extension cord for your 
sewing machines. There is very good lighting above, and 
windows on both sides of the room. 



Neonatal Quilt News 
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Congratulations. We are so proud to report that our Guild has donated 

120 quilts since September to the UCONN Neonatal Unit in Farmington. 

Thanks to all of you for making this happen. It has been fun for us to see 

the tiny bags of fabric turned into such wonderful works of art knowing 

that they are destined to belong to a tiny infant soon. A special thanks to 

Sally Sargent Markey who creates the bags using her artistic gift of 

making coordinating sets. To those of you who have donated fabric, 

especially child centered, know that it is well used and keep it coming. 

We have a good stockpile of bagged fabric sets, so feel free to grab some packets for your future summertime sewing. 

One note of caution needs to be made about the quilts. Over the last year, a few quilts have been donated that have 

not come from guild members. I took three from some well-meaning visitors to our quilt show who were inspired to 

make them. Fortunately, I noticed that one of them needed to have the binding resewn as some of the hand stitching 

was coming out. Another time we found several donations which had binding which were completely machine sewn 

and realized that the binding was only half attached in several places. We only hope/ assume that these may not have 

come from guild members as the quality was quite substandard. 

We have found when applying machine binding it is important to cut the binding at 2 ½”, and attach it using a true ¼” 

seam allowance. Sew the binding to the back first, and then bring it around to the front. Topstitching or hand sewing 

from the front allows you to know that the binding is stitched down all around. Watch out for random pins or other 

objects that can get caught in your batting. Babies don’t care how complicated or fancy their quilt is, but they need it 

to be safe and long lasting. We sincerely hope this does not prevent anyone from contributing, but felt it was 

necessary to remind everyone double check our work. 

On Saturday, May 4th, Peggy Thomsen and Kathie Fallon attended the Simsbury A Better Chance (ABC) Annual Dinner 
representing the guild. The speakers at the dinner included members of the ABC Board, Staff, an alumnus of the 
program as well as the six current students. Each shared their appreciation for the Simsbury community that supports 
the program both financially and with their time by serving as host families, academic advisors or making quilts for the 
incoming Freshman. Two of the students are graduating seniors and one Sophomore has decided not to return for his 
Junior year.   

For the 2019-2020 school year, there will be three returning students (2 seniors & 1 junior) and one confirmed 
incoming Freshman.  The ABC Board will continue to search for additional students to join the program in Fall. We are 
prepared with quilts for up to three students, in the event that they are able to fill the open spots. Over the summer, 
Kathie and Peggy will be picking out the pattern for the next quilts and preparing kits for members to take home to 
piece at the September meeting.    

ABC Quilt News 

Invitation to Vendors/Advertisers 

The 24th Annual Quilt & Needle Arts Show sponsored and held at First Church of Christ in East Haddam, CT is looking 

for vendors and advertisers.  

If you have any questions, please call Margaret Charney at (860) 537-3323 OR Betty Haines (860) 873-1985.  

For more information and pictures, please visit our website at FirstChurchEH.org  
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Tid Bits 

 Do you have something to show and tell at our next meeting? Get a jump start on completing the show and tell 
form. Click, print and complete the form prior to the meeting. Don’t forget it on the kitchen counter!  

 Bring a little sunshine! Cheer card or a sympathy card, contact Kathy Lettieri or any board member. 

 There is a $10.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners. Any guest who joins the guild 
that evening will not pay the guest fee. 

 If you are interested in the monthly treasurer's report, visit the guild website. Any questions, contact Lauren Elliott. 

Quilters Shows and Events  

The guild offers 2 smaller groups (bees) designed for people to get together outside the guild meetings to share ideas, 
learn from each other, and socialize. The groups are independent of each other and each decide on the structure, 
location, and direction that the group would like. You do not need to attend every meeting to be a member. Bees are a 
great way to get to know others who share your passion. 

The Wednesday Morning Bee meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month, at St. Alban’s Church on Bushy Hill 

Road, Simsbury from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Bring your own hand project. Occasionally a group project or a challenge is 

done. Join us or contact Meg Lines for more information.  

The Monday Afternoon Bee meets on the 4th Monday of the month, 11 AM - 3 PM, at the Avon Congregational 

Church, 6 West Main St., Avon. There are large tables for sewing machines, cutting, and layout or smaller tables for 

hand sewing. Rotary cutters, rulers, irons and ironing boards are  available. Drop in or come regularly. Contact Susan 

Elliott, 860-658-0863 if you have any questions. Want to start your own group? Contact Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863. 

        Guild Bees 

The Mill Museum and Windham Historical Society (both in Willimantic) are having a joint quilt exhibit, called Under 
Cover Stories, this summer, opening May 10 and continuing through the end of July. 

A Connecting Threads Quilt Show |  The Immigrant; The Immigrant Experience through the Eyes of Quilters 

 A juried quilt show for its summer art exhibition: July 7, 2019 – August 30, 2019. For further information and a 
submission form please contact Diane Cohen, curator before April 5, 2019—JCCQuiltShow2019@gmail.com,  
(860) 231-0211. Looking for a variety of styles and techniques, from traditional to modern, small to large, 
representational to abstract, projects that are already made, as well as those which will be completed soon.  

Mandell Jewish Community Center |  335 Bloomfield Avenue, West Hartford 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec2347_ee8049867e1941a4bcc8749b952827ae.pdf
mailto:kbakerl@att.net?subject=Spread%20Sunshine%20FVQG
http://www.fvquilter.org/
mailto:lauren.c.elliott@gmail.com?subject=Questions%20on%20Treasurer%20Report%20FVQC
mailto:malines7@comcast.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:JCCQuiltShow2019@gmail.com
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If a member would like to advertise... 

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it 
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed. 

PRICED TO SELL: Antique 1939 Singer Sewing Machine. $100 

This 1939 Singer Seeing Machine is a beauty! It’s a full sized machine with the “Memphis Sphinx “ decal set, which was used by 
Singer from 1896-1953. This wonderful Machine would make an excellent addition to any collection. Contact Kathi Maglia at  
860-965-3244. (02/19) 

PRICED TO SELL: Antique White Rotary sewing machine. $150  

In it’s cabinet. This was a particularly popular model with a piece of technology that was produced from the late 1890s until the 
1950s. Contact Kathi Maglia at 860-965-3244. (02/19) 

Sewing Table for Sale 
Recently online and found that the opening was too 
small for any of my machines! 

The opening measures 7 1/2” x 18” 
I didn’t get a chance to return it. 
I paid $110 but would sell for $75. 
 
Karen Kebinger  
860-205-7503 
(04/19) 
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President   Susan Elliott 

VP/Membership  Phyllis Small 

Second Vice Presidents,  Beverly Hughes 

Programs    Ingrid Nelson 

    Tina Davies 

    Diane Francini 

    Sandi Schrader 

Secretary   Debbie Schrank 

Treasurer   Lauren Elliott 

Publicity   Kitty Van Gunten 

Quilt Show Chair  Maureen Hulsart 

Webmaster   Lisa Salvatore 

Socials    Bernice Hovencamp  

Newsletter Editor  Elizabeth Brochu 

2018—2019 Board Members 

ABC Quilts   Peggy Thomsen  
    Kathie Fallon 

Beekeeper   Susan Elliott 

Fabric Swap Box   Marilyn Webber   

Friendship Blocks  Linnea Bronson Amodio 
    Donna Flynn 

Hospitality   Donna Gosselin 
    Marie Knapps 
    Lynn Veith 

Challenge   Diane Calkin 

Library    Anne Dodge 
    Lois Palmer 
    Kitty Vangunten 

Mystery Night   Open 

Neo Natal Quilts  Deb Schrank 
    Alberta Culley 

Retreat—Fall   Tina Davies 

    Jean Williams 

UFOs    Lynn Veith 

    Kathy Fallon 
Retreat—Spring  Christine Zepp 

Photographer   Susan Gauvain 

UFOs    Lynn Veith 

    Kathy Fallon 

2018–2019 Committees 

Quilters Needed 

The Sew Thankful Quilters who make Quilts of Valor at the Avon Congregational Church are prolific in producing 

quilts. We need help with Long Arm Quilting. It’s a wonderful opportunity to give time toward National Service, work 
on your long arm skills, and help get quilts in the hands of our many service men and women who need to know we 
appreciate their service. We leave the quilt design to you, but a simple overall pattern is perfect. We supply the batting 
and we will also do the trimming, binding, and all the other steps necessary to get the quilt finished. Call or email if 
you can help. Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863 (h), 860-748-1775 . 

Quilts2Heal provides comfort and healing through quilts created for those who have suffered a loss, illness, or 

challenge in their lives. Our group meets at Sew Inspired at 8 Wilcox St. at various times throughout the year for sew 
days. So please join us or just drop in to say hi.  Bring yourself or, come with your sewing machine and supplies. Many 
projects can be done from the comfort of your own sewing room. We are in need of long armers, we supply the top, 
back, batting, all you do is have the fun selecting the design and long arming. 

ALL WELCOME:  Contact 860.306.7000 Paula DeSilva, Founder; quilts2heal@comcast.net or Lynda Cook, 
blcook66@gmail.com or visit our website https:// www.quilts2heal.org/ includes up to date sew days. 

mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
tel:860-658-0863
tel:860-748-1775
mailto:quilts2heal@comcast.net
mailto:blcook66@gmail.com
http://www.quilts2heal.org/

