
        
  
        

       
       

Welcome Quilters, 

Sorry to see summer go? Join us for a year of exciting programs and 

preparation for our biennial quilt show in September, 2020. This will be a 

busy meeting, collecting membership renewals, signing up for workshops, 

and enjoying David Sirota’s entertaining lecture,  

“What Makes a Quilter Tick?” I was lucky to see  

his exhibit of 2-color wall hangings at the Mancuso  

World Quilt Show in Springfield this August.  

Here is my favorite. 

There is still time to sign up for his workshop 

“No More Tears” method of paper piecing.  

Please contact Bev Hughes, for more information  

and come join the fun - bevhughes@hotmail.com. 

On a sad note, our newsletter editor, Elizabeth Brochu, has decided to retire 

from that role. She has done a spectacular job of revamping and fine-tuning 

our newsletter, and we so appreciate her service. Thank you, Elizabeth. This 

is the opportunity for someone to assume that role as her replacement. 

Elizabeth has graciously volunteered to assist in the transition and help the 

new person get up and running. If you have any interest in joining our Board 

in this capacity, please contact anyone on the board to discuss it. 

 

I hope to see you all at the September meeting. 

Phyllis Small  
 

 Meetings begin 7pm, typically at ENO Memorial Hall, Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT 

 FVQI Board meetings are scheduled for the 1st Wed. of every month and are  

open to all members  

 Mailing Address: FVQG, P.O. Box 172, Weatogue, CT 06089 

 Visit us online at www.fvquilter.org  
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mailto:bevhughes@hotmail.com
http://www.fvquilter.org/
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Membership News 

First Meeting of the Season:  
SEPTEMBER 18TH! 
 
The rest of 2019 
October 16th 
November 20th 
 
Save the Date!  - Wednesday, December 11th, 2019  
Please note this change on your calendar.   
 
Our December meeting/social will take place at Eno Memorial Hall in Simsbury at 6:30 p.m. on  
December 11th, the SECOND Wednesday of the month (not our usual third Wednesday).   
We will be having a sign-up for a potluck, with the guild supplying the beverages, cups, utensils,  
and plates, etc.  Stay tuned for further details. 

September 18 & 19, 2019  David Sirota  

Lecture:  What Makes a Quilter Tick? 

Join David for a fun-filled, interactive, eye-opening look at  
quilters and all the little quirks, passions and obsessions we  
all share. We’ll hold a mirror up to ourselves and see what  
others see when they look at us. Should be a evening of laughs. 

On Thursday, September 19th, David will teach us his  
“No More Tears” method of paper piecing. We’ll be using  
the versatile Storm at Sea pattern. David guarantees this  
class will change our love/hate relationship with paper  
piecing to a LOVE relationship!!   

Visit his website to learn more.  

October 16:  Sue Bleiweiss Trunk Show 

Sue Bleiweiss will bring at least a dozen of her quilts to show as she talks about her art quilting journey, the materials, 
techniques and process she uses and how she developed her unique style. 

On Thursday, October 17th, Sue will help us create a dynamic quilt the fast and easy way, with no piecing required. 
Learn about and use the principles of design to create your own modern quilts using Mistyfuse fusible web.   

November 20:  Jennifer Watchorn Lecture:  Organizing Your Quilting Space 

Jennifer Watchorn is excited to share different ways to organize your quilting space. An organized space allows you to 
concentrate on your quilting, without being distracted by disarray. You will learn to organize your fabrics, your room, 
and your supplies; and keep the fabrics you buy for a project together. Sounds like a great evening.  

Future Programs and Associated Workshops 

RAFFLE QUILT UPDATE 

The raffle quilt is all sewn together and looking 

beautiful!  Vivian Lazich has kindly offered to do the 

machine quilting.  Now, we’re looking for a volunteer to 

sew on the binding.  If you’re interested, please let Barb 

Aubin know (860-614-7307).  Thanks! 

https://www.quiltmavendave.com/
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RETREAT NEWS 

Registration for our fall retreat is now open; we’re taking reservations and deposits!  

$100 non-refundable deposit holds your space; make checks payable to FVQI, and include your usual pertinent 
information: name, phone, email, any preferences you’d like us to know (room location, seating buddies, etc.), whether 
you’re coming for 3 or 4 nights.  

Beginning October 1, if space remains, non-guild members are welcome to join the group. We just want to make sure 
any guild member who wishes to attend has “first dibs” on registration.  

Send all deposits and information to Tina Davies, 2 River View, Avon, CT 06001.  
Look for an email from batikfanatic@gmail.com confirming receipt. 

Here’s a review of the basic details:  

 Dates: November 6 – 10 (4 nights) or 7 – 10 (3 nights) 
 Place: Incarnation Center, Ivoryton, CT 
 Cost: 3 nights $310, 4 nights $360, full payment needed by November 1. 

Questions? Email Tina Davies batikfanatic@gmail.com or Jean Williams quiltinjean@gmail.com  

From the Guild Librarian, Anne Dodge: 
A reminder that the Guild has $245.00 in donations made in memory of Elaine Barron. The Board voted to use those 
funds for the Guild Library.  I have some suggestions for items to purchase for the Library collection but need plenty 
more.  If you have a book, DVD, or quilting tool that you would like to see in the collection please let me know, Anne 
Dodge at annedodge71@gmail.com. 

I have ordered three new books for the collection which should be available at the September Guild meeting. They are: 

 Adventures in Paper Piecing and Design by Sarah Sharp, 2019 

 Victoria Findlay Wolfe’s Playing With Purpose by Victoria Findlay Wolfe, 2019 

 Quilter’s Negative Space Handbook: Step-by-Step Design Instruction and 8 Modern Projects  by Sylvia Schaefer, 
2019 

I also plan to order the following title: Quilts of Valor: A 50 State Salute by the Quilts of Valor Foundation, 2018 

 I have read reviews on a few brand-new books on Improv Quilting and will order 2 or 3 if there is any interest.  PLEASE, 
give me some feedback!! 

A Harvest of Quilts, 2019 

Presented by Shoreline Quilting Guild 

Saturday October 5th, 9am-4pm 

Sunday, October 6th, 10am-3pm 

Madison Senior Center, 79 Bradley 
Road, Madison, CT 

www.shorelinequilters.com 

Pieces of Time Quilt Show 

Presented by Pioneer Valley Quilters 
Guild 

Saturday, May 2nd, 2020, 10-5 

Sunday, May 3rd, 2020, 10-4 

Elks Lodge #61, 440 Tiffany St., 
Springfield, MA 

www.pvquilt.org 

The Farmington River Quilt project  

On display at the Granby Public 
Library October 1 to October 31.  
It is 50 feet long and portrays 25 
locations on the Farmington River. 

Quilt Shows in the Area 

http://www.shorelinequilters.com
http://www.pvquilt.org
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ABC Quilts 

On Sunday, August 25th, Peggy presented the ABC Quilt to  

this year’s incoming freshman, Anthony Shaw.  He was very 

 thankful for his quilt and looking forward to the upcoming  

year at Simsbury High School.  We also have been busy over  

the past few weeks preparing the kits for this year’s ABC  

quilts. Please stop by the table at the September guild  

meeting to pick up a kit. Finished blocks are due back by  

the November meeting.  The instructions are included with  

the newsletter (page 7). We will provide a printed copy with  

the kit at the meeting.  The instructions include links to a f 

ew YouTube videos that demonstrate the Wonky Log Cabin  

block construction process.  We currently have two finished quilts ready to present, but are planning on finishing two 

more this year to prepare for what we hope will be a large push to get more students in the house next year.  

As always, thank you for supporting the ABC committee.   – Kathie & Peggy 

The guild offers 2 smaller groups (bees) designed for people to get together outside the guild meetings to share ideas, 
learn from each other, and socialize. The groups are independent of each other and each decide on the structure, 
location, and direction that the group would like. You do not need to attend every meeting to be a member. Bees are a 
great way to get to know others who share your passion. 

The Wednesday Morning Bee meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month, at St. Alban’s Church on Bushy Hill 

Road, Simsbury from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Bring your own hand project. Occasionally a group project or a challenge is 

done. Join us or contact Meg Lines for more information.  

The Monday Afternoon Bee meets on the 4th Monday of the month, 11 AM - 3 PM, at the Avon Congregational 

Church, 6 West Main St., Avon. There are large tables for sewing machines, cutting, and layout or smaller tables for 

hand sewing. Rotary cutters, rulers, irons and ironing boards are  available. Drop in or come regularly. Contact Susan 

Elliott, 860-658-0863 if you have any questions. Want to start your own group? Contact Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863. 

        Guild Bees 

Quilt Show 2020 
    Our next Quilt Show is approximately one year away. The Quilt Show Committee  
    will be meeting soon to start working on the details to make this a successful show  
    for our Guild. Our success includes you. We will need 200+ quilts and I hope that  
    everyone will do their part in making and exhibiting a quilt.  

     RAFFLE BASKET ANNOUNCEMENT – Maureen Egan 

     Raffle Baskets are a fun and popular part of the Farmington Valley Quilt  
     Show, as well as a great moneymaker for our Guild. Would you consider  
     volunteering to create one of our fabulous Raffle Baskets for 2020?  

 

At the October meeting there will be a sign-up sheet, with the baskets and this year's themes identified. We will need 
many items donated to fill our baskets; fabric, quilt supplies, good quilt books, etc. Members can bring items to help 
you fill your basket to any monthly Guild meeting throughout the year.  We will also need one quilted item for each 
basket, so please consider making something to donate to a basket. 

Thank you in advance for participating! Your 2020 Raffle Basket coordinators, Maureen 
Egan maureenegan@comcast.net and Lynn Veith  lakesidequilting@gmail.com. 

mailto:malines7@comcast.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
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Tid Bits 

 Do you have something to show and tell at our next meeting? Get a jump start on completing the show and tell 
form. Click, print and complete the form prior to the meeting. Don’t forget it on the kitchen counter!  

 Bring a little sunshine! Cheer card or a sympathy card, contact Kathy Lettieri or any board member. 

 There is a $10.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners. Any guest who joins the guild 
that evening will not pay the guest fee. 

 If you are interested in the monthly treasurer's report, visit the guild website.  

If a member would like to advertise... 

If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, advertise it 
here. Your advertisement will be in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed. 

NEW! ACCUQUILT GO CUTTER. Excellent condition except for slight yellow sun discoloration on plastic outside. Original 
box. Includes Die: 55316 : Quarter square triangle 4 inch finished square  (39.99) and Die 55032: 3 12 inch ( finished 3 
inch) strip cutter with guidelines (89.99). Both dies are new. Does not include any mats. Selling due to upgrade to Go 
Big electric . $250.00  Firm. Will deliver locally. Lynn Veith lakesidequilting@gmail.com 860-990-0523. 08/19 

Quilts2Heal provides comfort and healing through quilts created for those who have suffered a loss, illness, or 

challenge in their lives. 
 

Quilters Needed 

The Sew Thankful Quilters who make Quilts of Valor at the Avon Congregational Church are prolific in producing 

quilts. We need help with Long Arm Quilting. It’s a wonderful opportunity to give time toward National Service, work 
on your long arm skills, and help get quilts in the hands of our many service men and women who need to know we 
appreciate their service. We leave the quilt design to you, but a simple overall pattern is perfect. We supply the batting 
and we will also do the trimming, binding, and all the other steps necessary to get the quilt finished. Call or email if 
you can help. Susan Elliott, 860-658-0863 (h), 860-748-1775 . 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec2347_ee8049867e1941a4bcc8749b952827ae.pdf
mailto:kbakerl@att.net?subject=Spread%20Sunshine%20FVQG
http://www.fvquilter.org/
mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
tel:860-658-0863
tel:860-748-1775
EB74382
Text Box
Sew days scheduled at Sew Inspired, Simsbury for the fall are:  Tues. 9/24, Tues. 10/1, Fri.10/18, Tues. 10/29, Tues. 11/13, Tues. 11/26, Tues. 12/3 and Tues. 12/17 all from 10a.m.- 4p.m.  Please join us or just drop in to say hi. Bring yourself or come with your sewing machine and supplies. ALL ARE WELCOME: For more information contact Paula DeSilva, Founder; quilts2heal@comcast.net  860-306-7000 or Lynda Cook, blcook66@gmail.com or visit our website https:// www.quilts2heal.org/ Join us for our annual fundraiser at Flatbreads in Canton Oct. 22 from 5-9p.m.  Proceeds of sales benefit Quilts2Heal along with fun auction items.
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President   Phyllis Small 

Vice President   Karen Kebinger 

Membership             Brenda Lisitano 

Secretary   Anne Dodge 

Treasurer   Katha Kerr 

Programs Committee  Bev Hughes 

    Tina Davies 

    Ingrid Nelson 

    Judy Lackey 

    Gail Burk 

Newsletter Editor  Elizabeth Brochu 

Publicity Chair   Kitty Vangunten 

Social Programs Chair  Bernice Hovencamp 

Webmaster   Lisa Salvatore 

Quilt Show Chair  Maureen Hulsart 

2019—2020 Board Members 

ABC Quilts     Peggy Thomsen 

     Kathie Fallon 

Beekeeper     Susan Elliott 

Fabric Swap Box   Marilyn Webber 

Friendship Blocks   Linnea Amodio 

Hospitality     Donna Gosslelin 

     Lynn Veith 

     Marie Knapps 

Challenge     Diane Calkin 

Library     Anne Dodge 

     Lois Palmer 

     Kitty Vangunten 

Mystery Night 

Neo Natal Quilts   Debby Lovejoy 

     Alberta Culley 

Half Square Triangle Swap  Diane Francini 

     Judy Prohaska 

Photographer     Susan Gauvain 

Retreat – Fall     Jean Williams 

     Tina Davies 

Retreat – Spring   Christine Zepp 

CT Hang-a-Quilt-Day   Susan Elliott 

     Connie Beilstein 

2019–2020 Committees 



2019-2020 ABC Quilt:  Wonky Modern Log Cabin Block 

 

This is meant to be a fun block so let your creative juices run free.   

Each kit includes:  

 2 -3” red squares*  

 12 random 1 ½” and 2 ½” strips 

 

Instructions: 

1. Start with the 3” red square in your packet.  You will be adding strips as 

your move around the center block.   

2. Strips can be any width you choose.   Sew your first strip at an angle, trim 

away the excess fabric from the seam allowance and press away from the 

center.   

3. Continue to add strips, always at an angle.  Be sure to trim seams and press 

as you go.   

4. Add strips until the block measures at least 8 ½” square.  Bigger is better as 

we will be trimming all the blocks as the quilt is assembled.  Please don’t 

square it up. 

You can use just the fabric provided in your kit or add masculine fabrics from your 

stash.  Just be sure to start with the red square since that is the unifying feature.   

*We know you will have fun with this so we’ve even provided an extra red square 

so you can make a second block to turn in!   We just ask you turn in at least one if 

you take a kit. 

Finished blocks due by the November Guild Meeting 



There several great tutorials on YouTube if you search for “Wonky Log Cabin Quilt 

Block”, if you need a little more guidance.  Here are links to a few good videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGqk_QtHnY4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExcqzlLsMNY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=888EGHyAV3o 

If you have any questions, please reach out to either Peggy Thomsen or Kathie 

Fallon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGqk_QtHnY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExcqzlLsMNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=888EGHyAV3o
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September 2019 Edition - Neonatal News
We hope all you happy quilters had a great summer and are ready 
once again to provide comfort to families who’ve had to leave 
newborns behind in intensive care. Through such a difficult time, 
the quilts and scent cloths our guild donates potentially play an 
integral part in the family’s early bonding experience. Last year our 
members created 135 quilts and 105 scent cloths, donated in the 
name of Farmington Valley Quilters Guild to UConn Health’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. Before relocating to North Carolina 
last spring, Debbie Schrank made one last delivery to UConn NICU, 
a mission she’ll surely miss! Alberta took over this aspect of 

Farmington Valley Quilters’ ministry of quilts in July, delivering 27 quilts and 5 scent cloths 
collected at last June’s meeting, thanks to your generosity. We can hope in the days ahead to 
hear heartwarming stories of Alberta’s visits. 

Annually, about 200 newborns are cared for at the UConn NICU. Generally, the quilts we make 
for these tiny babies are sized 40”x40” (occasionally somewhat larger), rectangular or square, no 
side less than 36”, and the guild’s label is applied. In the NICU these quilts are laid atop isolettes 
(incubators), helping shield neonates from overstimulation by light and sound. Later, a quilt can 
keep baby warm when being held skin to skin by the parent. Ultimately, donated quilts are taken 
home by the families with their babes ~ at times, sadly, without.  

Quilts and scent cloths from Farmington Valley Quilters provide care and comfort to the whole 
family ~ scent cloths, in particular, in this way: The olfactory center is closely associated with 
centers of emotion and memory in the brain; thus, familiar scents can be profoundly evocative. 
The sense of smell, evolutionarily speaking, is ancient, awakening early on within the womb. 
The fetus is already learning its mother’s scent, and so the sense of smell is functional even when 
a baby is very, very prematurely born. Therefore, mother’s scent on a cloth left with baby 
provides almost immediate comfort, while father’s scent cloths will gradually build up his 
familiarity to baby. So it is that these little scent cloths help bridge inevitable gaps of time and 
distance separating busy parents and their babies recuperating in the NICU. 

Alberta Culley and Debbie Lovejoy will be working together to coordinate this very special 
neonatal care project. As has been done in the past, we’ll bring fabric, already kitted, to which 
you may contribute your own fabrics when making a quilt. Please remember, there’s a call for 
gender-neutral quilts as well as pretty pinks and baby blues. Battings we will provide, and going 
on past experience, we’ll expect about five per month to be requested. Don’t hesitate to contact 
us ahead of time, though, to help assure we’ll have enough on hand. Flannel for scent cloths can 
also be found at our table. Labels are always available, and if you like, can even be applied for 
you. Happy sewing for a wonderful cause!  

Thanks for all you do! ~ Debbie Lovejoy 413-848-2047 and Alberta Culley 860-678-0836 




