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Inside this issue: 

March 16 is National Quilt Day so have a happy one and sew, sew, sew!  

I just spent 4 days at the Spring Retreat sewing, eating, visiting.  It was a 

great time.  I got a couple of things completed and my June Challenge 

started.  I heard people laughing and talking about many quilting 

opportunities and adventures that have been available from our guild, 

like the retreat, mystery nights, bus trips, basting day, speakers and 

workshops.  I overheard many times people discussing a technique they 

had learned at a workshop.  We are so lucky to have such a wonderful 

guild that offers so much.  To continue to offer so much we need 

volunteers to help with these programs. Many people have stepped up, I 

am happy to say but we still need Program Co-Chairs, First Vice President 

(in charge of membership), and a Quilt Show Chair.  Someone from the 

nominating committee may contact you, please seriously consider 

volunteering – we need you. 

Happy Quilting, 

Diane 

Snippets 

http://www.fvqi.org
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Future Programs 
 

April 17, 2013 — Valerie Morton - Lecture 

 

May 15, 2013—Joe Cunningham - Lecture  

Nationally known quiltmaker Joe Cunningham has been seen on television show like “Simply Quilts” 

with Alex Anderson and “Sewing With Nancy”.  He is also the author of eleven books, including Men 

and the Art of Quilmaking, the only book on the subject.  www.joethequilter.com  

 

June 19, 2013 — Social 

March 2013 

This Month’s Meeting 

Wednesday, March 20, 2013, 6:45 pm   Eno Hall, Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury 

Susan Vassallo - Truck Show 

Susan Vassallo identifies herself as “Artist by design, teacher by trade”.                                              

A lifelong artist, she turned to quiltmaking as a creative outlet and has not                                 

looked back.  Her work includes painted wholecloth, abstracts, and works                                    

that express her unique journey.  www.susanvassallo.com 

Upcoming Workshops 
May 16 - Joe Cunningham -  Location:  Sew Inspired 

Rock the Block 3 

 

Spring Retreat 

http://www.joethequilter.com
http://www.susanvassallo.com/index.html


From Our 1st Vice President:   The Nominating Committee  

The committee is looking for people interested in serving on the board. This is a great way to become 

more involved in the Guild and meet new people. The following positions are open: 1st Vice 

President, 2nd Vice President, and Publicity. Some of these positions are more suited for two or more 

people. So if you would like to pair up with a friend and have shared duties, that would be a great 

way to ease the burden if you feel you might have too much on your plate. We also will need two 

people for the hospitality committee, which is not a board position, but a really fun committee to be 

on if you like meeting and greeting people. 

Another board position that we need to fill as soon as possible is a Quilt Show Chairperson. This can 

also be a “co-chair” position. We need someone to step forward and volunteer to take this job or we 

will not have a Guild after next year. I can’t stress how important it is to find someone ASAP. This is 

not a scary job! You will have a whole committee of people to help you, which some people have 

already expressed an interest in joining. With a little bit of organization, the committee should be able 

to run itself. Please consider volunteering or grabbing a friend and volunteering together. WE NEED 

YOU!!! 

 

Guild Meetings for 2013: 

January 16; February 20; March 20; April 17; May 15; June 19; July 17; August 21; September 18; 

October 16; November 20; December 18 

Membership News 

March 

03/01 - Lynda Cook 

03/05 - Lori Yount 

03/10 - Ann LaRosa 

03/25 - Lisa Salvatore 

 

 

April 

04/03 - Lisa Bermel 

04/03 - Glenda Martin 

04/07 - Elaine Reimer 

04/14 - Susan Elliott 

04/14 - Denise Johnston 

04/16 - Susan Moore 

04/17 - Caroline Berman 

04/19 - Lorna Knudsen 

Birthday’s: 
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Fall Retreat 
 

 

04/24 - Jan Ashe 

04/24 - Judy Prohaska 

04/26 - Jean Williams 

04/28 - Susan Raggo 

04/28 - Christine Zepp 

 



Community Service 
Nothing new to report. 
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The Final Tally 

Congratulations to Sue Trimble who won the grand prize drawing for the UFO project. Also a big 

congratulations to Michelle Palmer who completed the most projects, 16! We should also give a pat 

on the back to the following people who completed all the projects they signed up for: Sue Gauvain, 

Sally Sargent Markey, Judy Prohaska, Laurie Rio, Robin Schofield, and Phyllis Small. Thank you to all 

of the members that participated in this project which made it a huge success. So successful that 92 

unfinished objects have been moved from a bag in someone’s closet, to being a completed item that 

is now gracing someone’s home. Well done ladies!  

We will take a year off from the “UFO Contest” and give everyone a chance to fill their closets and 

bins with a couple more unfinished objects. It is not a hard contest to run and really quite gratifying 

seeing all the motivation this project elicits. If you would like to head up this project in 2014, please 

see Chris Snieckus or Lorna Knudsen, they would like to hand off their “chair committee hats” to 

ABC Quilts 

UFO Project 

The ABC, A Better Chance, program is a national, non-profit organization that gives promising 

minority students an opportunity to receive their high school education at an excellent suburban 

school.  It is a residential program with the students living together in a house in Simsbury.  Each 

student is also sponsored by a local family.  Farmington Valley Quilters goal is to provide each boy 

who enters the program with a new handmade quilt.   We started the ABC Quilt Project in 1997 and 

each year we have presented at least two students with quilts.  

 

Thanks to all who helped sew on the binding at the February.  It was truly an example of many 

hands making light work! 

 

If you took a block for the next quilt, we will be collecting them at the March meeting.  The sooner 

we get them back, the sooner we can start the piecing.  Thanks to Deb D’Angelo for volunteering to 

machine quilt this quilt.  

 

Many thanks again for everyone’s efforts.  We look forward to seeing you all this month. 

 

Donna Dellacamera and Debbie Jacoby 
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Quilt Challenge 
Linda Walter and Elaine Reimer have volunteered to coordinate the Guild’s next quilt challenge.  The 

theme will be “Red and White”.  Rules will be minimal.  

 

 Use only RED and WHITE fabrics  

 Multiple fabrics may be used as long as they are red, white, white-on-white, off-white, red with 

white print, white with red print.  You cannot use prints that have other colors in them.  

 Choose your own design. Any style block, applique, or free-style form will be acceptable.  

 You can use red and/or white embellishments, embroidery, threads, thread painting, etc.  

 Can be any size 

 Hand or machine quilted 

 Item must be a finished project 

 Deadline is the June 2013 Guild meeting  

If you have any questions, please contact either Linda Walter at LMW810@aol.com or Elaine Reimer 

at egreimer@yahoo.com  

Mystery Night 
 The Farmington Valley Quilters’ Mystery Night will be 3:00-9:00 pm Friday, April 5 at the Simsbury 
Public Library. Betty Warner will lead us in preparing a fun and challenging quilt of table runner/topper 
size.  There will be a $5 charge, and participants are asked to bring food or drinks for a pot luck supper. 
Sign-ups will begin at the February member’s meeting.  
 If you are new to our guild and have not yet been to a Mystery Night, this is your chance to have a 
great time. You will be given a list of items to bring (fabric, sewing machine, cutting tools, scissors, etc.) 
and some preparation work. Then, at the Simsbury Library, clues (instructions) will be given out one at 
time. You will cut and then sew the pieces as instructed, and before you leave you should have a 
beautiful quilt.  
 As stated above, there will be a pot luck supper. Some suggested contributions are sandwiches, 
salads, crock pot creations, chips, cheese and crackers, soup, beverages, deserts or your own specialty. 
Plates, cups, plastic utensils and napkins will be provided. If you need a special serving spoon please 
bring it with you.  
 The Simsbury Library is at 725 Hopmeadow Street, just a few blocks south and across the street 

from Eno Hall.  Pre-work and a list of items to bring will be sent by e-mail. If a member would prefer 

use of regular mail, please let us know. If you have any questions or want to sign up (after the 

February 20 meeting) contact Meg Lines at malines7@comcast.net or at 860 242-1850.  Space is 

limited. 

mailto:LMW810@aol.com
mailto:egreimer@yahoo.com
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Friendship Block 
2012 - 2013 

 

The tradition is for guild members to participate in making Friendship Blocks as a way to try a new 

block, learn a new technique, and finally to have a change to win the blocks. 

You need to complete your block on the due date.  Write your name on a piece of paper and attach 

it to your block(s) so the winner knows who finished the block.  Fill out one ticket for each block you 

have completed with your name on it and drop it in the basket provided. 

We’re going to try some new things!!! 

 1.  The winner will win the blocks and one yard of coordinating fabric. 

 2.  If you bring in a least three (3) blocks, you will gat an extra change to win. 

 

 

On the following pages you will find the directions to the following Blocks*: 

Friendship Block 1   Friendship Quilt Square  Due:  September 2012 (Completed) 

Friendship Block 2  Trading Patches   Due:  November 2012 

Friendship Block 3  Gwen Marston’s Jacks  Due:  March 2013 

Friendship Block 4  Butterflies    Due:  May 2013 

 

 

Questions? Contact:   Diane Popko 

     popinct@comcast.net 

     860-223-7084 (home) 

Neo  Natal 
Last August we delivered the last of the neo-natal quilts to UConn neo-natal unit for the year 

2012.   We donated 80 quilts and the hospital was thrilled!  At our February 20th guild meeting we 

will need members to bring needles, white thread, and scissors to use as we sew on the labels to the 

start of the 2013 donations.  So far we have a number of quilts that need labels, many of which were 

donated by sources outside of the guild.  If you are presently working on a baby quilt you might 

want to finish it in time for the February meeting.  If you wish to get started on a quilt, remember the 

size should be bigger than 36' x 36''.  Anywhere from 36" to 40" is great.   Every guild member is 

asked to make one quilt a year.  Thanks for your help.  These quilts are greatly appreciated. 

From Dot Witter and Phyllis Small 

mailto:popinct@comcast.net
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Friendship Block 

Block 1—Friendship Quilt Square  - Due September 2012 - Completed 

Fabric Selection:  Select quilt sop quality 100% cotton fabrics.  They make the best quilts.  You will 

need Black & White (B) (primarily black), White & Black (W) (primarily white), and Black (BB) (or 

black on black) for the center.  Prewash your fabrics. 

Cut both the Black & white (B) and White & black (W) fabrics so that you have two squares that are 

2” X 2”, and two rectangles that are 2” X 3 1/2” for each fabric.  Cut a 3 1/2” X 3 1/2” square from 

the Black (BB) fabric.  (Don’t stop at just one square - this is too easy and too dramatic to not submit 

a bunch of these.) 

 

Lay out the cut fabric so that it 

looks like the image to the right. 

 

Using a scanty 1/4” seam allowance, sew one B to one W square, repeat for the other side.  Press 

seams towards the dark fabric.  Sew one set of sewn together squares to one side of the BB center 

square.  Sew the other set of sewn together squares to the opposite side of the BB center square.  

(Note that the W square should on the top of the right side of the BB square and on the bottom of 

the left side of the BB square.) Press seams towards center. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sew one B rectangle to one W rectangle, repeat for the other side.  Press seams towards darker fabric.  

Sew one set of rectangles to the BB square and sew the last set of rectangles to the opposite side of 

the BB square.  Press seams away from the BB square.  Your finished square should measure 6 1/2” X 

6 1/2”. 

 

 

 

 

 

You have completed your Friendship Quilt Square - don’t stop there - Quick make another!!! 

The more squares you submit - the more chances you have at winning them all!!  Thanks for 

participating.   
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Friendship Block 

Block 2—Trading Patches - Due November 2012 
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Friendship Block 

Block 3—Gwen Marston’s Jacks - Due February 2013 
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Friendship Block 

Block 4—Butterflies - Due May 2013 
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Friendship Block 

Block 4—Butterflies - Due May 2013 
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Friendship Block 

Block 4—Butterflies - Due May 2013 
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Friendship Block 

Block 4—Butterflies - Due May 2013 

 

 

 

 

 



The guild donated $500 to the NE quilt Museum and $1,500 to Quilts of Valor from the 2011 Quilt 

Show.  These were the two charities that were selected in a vote by the guild in 2009.  We know the 

money will be put to good use.  

We are looking for one or two people to step up and agree to Chair or Co-Chair our 2014 Quilt 

Show.  Why not do it with your best buddy from the guild, you can make it girls night out when you 

start your meetings.  You will have extensive information to guide you from our 2011 Show & 

Committee Chairs who worked very hard to come up with comprehensive information for everyone 

involved.  We are looking to secure the University of Hartford for our 2014 Show. 

Please consider doing this as this is our one & only fundraiser for the guild and it funds all our great 

lectures & workshops and keeps those workshop prices at $35 for the guild, which is a steal when you 

look into taking classes elsewhere from these awesome teachers. 

Quilt Show 
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Guest Policy 

There will be a $5.00 Guest Fee at Guild Meetings with fee speakers and potluck dinners.   

Guest who join the guild that evening do not have to pay the guest fee. 

Sunshine 
Don’t forget Sally always wants to know if anyone needs a cheer card or a sympathy                         

card .  You can contact Sally Sargent Markey (653-3224) or any board member.                               

Sally’s new email is :  sallyspaints@yahoo.com.  

 Our hearts go out to Anne Baldis, who lost her mother. 

 And to Aurelle Locke, who also lost her mother.   

mailto:sallyspaints@yahoo.com
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Quilts of Valor 

The Avon Congregation Church has started a Quilts of Valor group.  We are meeting the first and 

third Thursdays from 6 PM to 9 PM each month.  Everyone is welcome to join.  We work on group 

quilts or you may work on one independently.  Come when you can and bring your sewing machine, 

sewing kit, and rotary cutting tools.  The address for the church is 6 West Main Street (corner of 

Route 44 and Route 10), Avon, CT.   For more information, please contact Susan Elliott at 860-658-

0863 or shselliott@sbcglobal.net 

 

Quilts of Valor Foundation is a grassroots organization that makes quilts to honor wounded service 

people and veterans.  They are distributed by need all over the country and to foreign hospitals.  

Their website is www.qovf.org  1/13

 

 

Member Classifieds  

This is a new feature to the Newsletter.  If you would like to advertise a service or are looking to 

sell or buy something related to quilting/sewing, you can now advertise it here.  Your advertisement 

will be kept in the Newsletter for six months; after which it will be removed unless told otherwise. 

Services:  The Quilted Basket offers Standard & Custom hand guided machine quilting services as well 

as carrying the full line of Sew Batik 108” wide backs & Quilter’s Dream battings for all your quilting 

needs.  Gift Certificates are available in any amount you’d like, great idea for Birthdays, Mother’s Day 

or any other special day! Brochures are available at the monthly meetings as well as Sew Inspired.  

You can reach Debbie D’Angelo at 860-621-5596, quiltedbasket.com or quiltedbasket@cox.net.  

 2/13 

For Sale:  A Handi Quilter 2 Frame that will quilt up to a king size quilt.  Also, a Juki heavy duty 

high speed sewing machine with speed control handles that was used with this frame, there are many 

extras and the whole set up is compact.  Asking $800 for everything.  If interested please call Erica 

Wahl at 860-651-1385. 3/13

mailto:shselliott@sbcglobal.net
http://www.qovf.org
mailto:quiltedbasket@cox.net


For a national and international calendar of quilt events go to the Studio Art Quilt Association website:  

www.saqa.com  
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Other Quilt Shows Quilt Shows & Events 

January 17—April 13, 2013 

Masters II 

SAQA Art Quilts 

New England Quilt Museum 

18 Shattuck Street, Lowell, MA 

www.nequiltmuseum.org  

Frenway Park Centennial 

August 15-18, 2013 

World Quilt Show - New England XI 

Radisson Center of New Hampshire 

Manchester, NY 

May 4 & 5, 2013 

Northern Star Quilters’ 34th Annual Quilt Show  

JFK High School, Somers, NY 

Over 250 quilts, more than 30 vendors, and a 

raffle quilt. 

Joe Cunningham will be the guest speaker. 

 www.northernstarquilters.com  

April 6 & 7, 2013 

The Magic of Quilts 

Smithtown Stitchers Quilt Guild 

Dawnwood Middle School 

10 43rd Street 

Centereach, NY   

April 11 - 13, 2013 

Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 

DCU Center 

50 Foster Street 

Worcester, MA  01608 

www.sewingexpo.com  

September 21 & 22, 2013 

“Quilts and Quilting” 

The Farmers’ Museum in Cooperstown, NY 

April 6 & 7, 2013 

The Village Squares Show 

Quilts Celebration XII 

JJC of Mid-Westchester 

999 Wilmot Road, Scarsdale, NY 

10am—4pm   

http://www.nequiltmuseum.org
http://northernstarquilters.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10d58acc1513157db00669a01&id=f07cd05aab&e=75e6030a18
http://www.sewingexpo.com


President     Diane Calkin 

First Vice President   Chris Snieckus 

Second Vice President   Maureen Egan 

      Lorna Knudsen 

Treasurer     Lori Yount 

Secretary     Robin Schofield 

Publicity      Sue Vogt 

Newsletter Editor   Christine Zepp 

Quilt Show Chair    VACANT  
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2012—2013 

FVQI Board Members 

ABC Quilts     Debbie Jacoby & Donna Dellacamera 

Bee Keeper     Jane Hadley 

Fabric Swap Box    Sue Elliott 

Friendship Blocks   Diane Popko 

Hospitality     Diane Cadrain & Donna Dellacamera 

June Challenge    Betty Warner 

Library     Anne Dodge  

      Lois Palmer 

      Lynn Emery 

Mystery Night    Linda Walter & Elaine Reimer 

Neo Natal Quilts    Dot Witter & Phyllis Small 

Retreat—Fall    Meg Lines & Faith Roth 

Retreat—Spring    Caroline Berman 

Socials     Meg Lines & Faith Roth 

UFO’s     Lorna Knudsen & Chris Snieckus 

Webmaster     Laurie Rio 

2012—2013 

Committees 



Farmington Valley Quilters, Inc. 

P O Box 172 

Weatogue, CT 06089 

Meetings typically held at  

Eno Memorial Hall  

Hopmeadow Street  

Simsbury, CT 

For more information  

go to 

www.fvqi.org 
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